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Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

' Mumbai: The city will host
the first BRICS Friendship
City Conclave, an internatio-
nal summit to discuss and
tackle urbanisation issues
emerging in the cities of five
developing BRICS nations
(Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa) between
April14and 16.

of deliberations at the three-
day event, CM Devendra Fad-
navis said he had already as-
ked for studying Brazil’s
most successful model of af-
fordable housing in order to
benefit cities of the state,
especially Mumbairegion.
BRICS nations are develo-
ping or newly industrialised
but are distinguished by the-
ir large, fast-growing econo-
mies and significant influen-
ceonregionalandglobal affa-
irs. Since 2009, the BRICS na-
tions have met annually at
formal summits and India
currently holds the chair of
the BRICS group. -
Experts from BRICS na-
tions, besides from globally
successful cities, will partici-
pate at the conclave that will

CM: Need to study
Brazil model of
affordable housing

Announcing the schedule -

. sed by Fadnavis.

Sanjay Hadkar

CM Devendra Fadnavis at a Gudi.
Padwa event on Friday

formulate an agenda for coo-
peration to enhance quality
of human life infast growing
urban centres across the five
countries. “Cities are charac-
terized by poor service deli-
very standards and in turn
quality of life.The first ses-
sion will focus on key gover-
nance issues, experiences of
cities like Shanghai, that ha-
ve transformed in a decade
and leadership and institu-
tional characterneeded toac-
celeratethe growth,” said the
agenda of the summit relea-

Paulo, Hongkong will also
beatthe centreof discussion.
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Idon’t mind if
IPL matches are
moved out: CM

‘Won’t Supply
Potable Water
For Pitches’

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Maharashtra chi-
ef minister Devendra Fadn-
avis on Friday said he would
notmindevenif theIPL mat-
ches—which begin in Mum-
bai today—were shifted out
of the state but no potable
water would be supplied to
prepare the pitches. The Wa-
nkhede stadium alone wou-
1d need over 40 lakh litres for
watering the ground for its
eight matches.

Following the Bombay
high court’s criticism—it
called wasting water on IPL
matches during a drought
criminal—there are chanc-
es that two or three matches
of the Punjab team schedu-
led in Nagpur may be shifted
toMohali.

“No potable water willbe :
supplied for watering pitch- :
es. Water is more important
for us than cricket. So, even :
if the cricket matches are :
shifted out of Maharashtra, :
Idon’tmind,” theCMtoldre- :
porters on the sidelines of a :
press conference to announ- :
ce a summit of BRICS cities

in Mumbai. 32

»HC order on April19,P 8

Final HC order
on April 19

PFromP1

e IPL T20 tournament is
| set to begin with the first
match between Mumbai
Indians and Rising Pune Su-
pergiants at Wankhede today:
Twenty of the 60 matches, in-
cluding the final on May 29, are
being held in Maharashtra sin-
ceitistheonlystatewithtwote-
ams—Mumbai and Pune.

The HC has allowed the in-
augural match but will decide
on petitioners’ demand to shift
the other matches on April 19.
Although the tournament or-
ganizers said that water safe
for drinking.was not being
used to water pitches, the court
has asked for-more informa-
tion to substantiate this. In so-

~meparts, where scarcity of wa-

ter is particularly egregious,
thepolice has banned groups of
people from gathering trse
voirs and tanks to prevent

r.
"~ .o.
.lence after water riots-were re-

‘ported in some villages. |
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MUMBAI SET

T0 HOST BRICS
GITIES CONCLAVE
THIS MONTH

HT Correspondent
= htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBALI: The financial capital
of the country is all set to play
host to the three-day BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave.
The conclave, which will begin
on April 14, will be inaugurated
by governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao
and attended by Union urban
development minister Venkaiah
Naidu. More than 75 high-profile
delegates from international
cities including Cape Town,
Johannesburg, Shanghai and
Beijing, among others, will
attend the conclave.

Governors, city leaders, urban
planners, ministers and experts
from Brazil, Russia, China and
South Africa will discuss issues
such as inclusive growth, urban
transport, affordable housing,
waste management and water
supply in the nine sessions
spread over three days at Trident
in Nariman Point. ‘

In line with the concept o
federalism promoted by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, this
conclave will provide a platform
of opportunities for cooperation
between governments, provinc-
es and people, chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis told media-
persons on Friday

“Conclaves have helped
strengthen sister-city relation-
ships between cities and coun-
tries. This conclave will formally
allow cities to cooperate and col-
laborate with each other on many
fronts,” said Fadnavis.

“Around 50% of the world’s
population resides in urban areas
and the urban problemsfaced by
the BRICS countries are more or
less alike, even though the extent
may differ. Many have found
innovative solutions for their
problems and I am sure if these
solutions are shared, knowledge
transferred and cooperation is
ensured, we can change cities for
the better,” said Fadnavis.

Narinder Nayyer of Mumbai
First, an organisation that will
be organising this conclave in
association with the state gov-
ernment and the Government
of India, said this will be second
big international event after the
Make In India Week organised

_in February. “It has received an,
overwhelmingresponse from the
member countries,” Nayyer said.
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MANASIPHADKE

NEARLY 75 delegates from major cities of
BRICS nations, including Shanghai,
Johannesburg, Rio de Janeiro, and St
Petersburg, will attend athree-day conclave
on urban planning in Mumba, in what
would be India's first BRICS event after as-
suming presidency. The conference will be
held from April 14 t0 16.

The 'BRICS Friendship Cities Conclave”
‘will focus on various issues of urban develop-
ment such as urban transport, affordable
housing, safety and security, successful m
els of city governance, building sustainable
cities, and financing city infrastructure.

The conference will also host a special
session on Mumbsai, titled ‘Making Mumbai

BRICS CITIES’ CONCLAVE

Delegates to share knowledge, technology, expertise

The ‘BRICS Friendship Cities
Conclave’, to be held from April
14to 16, will focus onvarious
issues of urban development
such as urban transport,
affordable housing, safety and
security, successful models of
city governance, building
sustainable cities, and financing
city infrastructure

HIP CITIES CONCLAV

14" to 16" April, 2016

ariman Point,

Mumbai

vom. Trident Hotel

Zezhou, minister of organisation from the
Ministry of Shanghai will also give a special
presentation during the conclave on how

Work, with Municipal C Ajoy
Mehta togivea presentation on hefinandial

best
The ﬁm day will onlybe marked I)y [he

capital’s infrastruc
and hurdles. With a bilateral agreement in
place between Mumbai and Shanghai to be
sister cities since September 2014, Xue

and a cultural programme featuring talent
from across the BRICS countries.

The cultural show will be held at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu
Sangrahalay in South Mumbai,

Conferences will begin from the second
day atHotel Trident, Nariman Point, starting
withadiscussion on collaboration amongst
BRICS cities where all heads of delegations
will make their presentations.

Ambassador Tovar Da Silva Nunes will
head the Brazilian delegation, and St

have managed to have real-time translations
of the deliberations here into Russian,
Chinese as well as Marathi.

‘There are nine themes onwhich this con-
clave will contemplate, deliberate. All these
themes such as planning, secuirity, sustain-
ability, waste management, are absolutely
relevant for all cities.

Besides real-time translations, the state
and Union governments, and Mumbai First,
athink tank of private sector representatives
that is also one of the organisers, has also

Petersberg Governor Georgy [

amanged for del-

will lead the Russian delegation. Xlevuan

h Forcign Countries,wil
be present on behalf of the Chinese delega-
tion, while Subesh Pillay, member of the
Mayoral Committee for economic develop-
ment, city of Tshwane, will lead the South
Affican delegation.

BJP Parliamentarian Poonam Mahajan

egates to interact with each other, with the
media and experts. Sources said various ity
corporations are also likely to enter into
Memoranda of Understanding with cities
from the BRICS countries toexchange knowl-
edgeand technical know how.

Chief secretary Swadheen Kshatriyasaid
we have invited all municipal
corporations to participate,as well sallpro-

plans Chief Secr etar Kshatriya, Ch lefMlmsrer Devendra
opment minister \/el\kalal\ Naiduand chief R d d Mumbai Fi the media about
‘minister Devendra s end,fol-  the BRICS! mes Conclave 2016 in Mumbal on Fnday 1

among BRICS itieson India's behalf.

lowed by a special dinner for t

Chief Minister

nd citie:
AMRUT so that they canalso benefit from the
conference.
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BmCSJéﬁhﬂm &
* begins April 14

MUMBAL: The first ever three-day
BRICS Friendship Cities Con-
clave will begin in Mumbai on
April 14, with cities of the
BRICS member countries
namely Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa partici-
pating to leverage each other’s
strengths and share expertise
for addressing urban issues.

As reported in The Hindu
(Feb 13, 2016), this initiative
brings together city planners,
administrators, and experts of
BRICS member nations under
one umbrella. It is part India’s
contribution to the emerging
nations group as BRICS presi-
dent for a year. “This conclave
will pave the way for dialogue in
shaping, renewal and develop-
ment of urban areas. With
growing urbanisation, this will
be a great platform to exchange
solutions and ideas from cities
from across the globe,” said
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis on Friday.
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City to host international
BRICS meet starting 14th

an/cs FRIENDSHIP G CITIES C

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, APRIL 8

The city is set to host the
BRICS Friendship Cities
Conclave 2016, between
April 14 and 16
Delegates from Brazil,
Russia, India, China and
South Africa are expect-
ed to attend it. The three-
day event is an initiative
of Mumbal First, a
think tank, along with
the support of the
central and state
government.

Speaking about the
conclave, chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis said,
“BRICS is a forum which
will open a new door for
urban planning and
management where all
promising economies,
co-operate and collabo-
rate for overall develop-
ment of the countries.
In a federal structure,
not only government-to-
government but also peo-
ple-to-people connecl is
also a must. This forum
will allow global cities of
BRICS to cooperate and
collaborate to share solu-
tions and knowledge on
similar urban prob-
lems.™

Further, the event will
see major participation
from China as the
country is sending more
than 30 delegates includ-
ing of urban planners,
governors and city may-
ors. There will also be
20 delegates from Russia,
six from South Africa
and five from Brazil who
will discuss the best
practices and partner-
ship in offering solutions
for wurban planning

14" to 16” \prll 2016

L Room. Tn dent |

Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis at a press meet

ahead of the conclave

® Delegates from
Brazil, Russia,
India, China and
South Africa are
expected to attend

the conclave

and designing.

Mr Fadnavis also said
that today urbanisation
was inevitable, and on
the one hand one had to
work on making rural
development sustainable
and on the other also
plan in a balanced man-
ner for urban areas.
Sixty per cent of the
state today lives in urban
or semi-urban areas and
planning and manage-
ment is a erucial factor
for the state.

The state will also
host the delegates and
will showease its
culture in the form of a
cultural event on the
evening of April 14,
Leaders from cities like
Cape Town,
Johannesburg, Beijing,
Shangai will also be pres.

SESSION LINED UP
DURING BRICS

W Strengthening on
urban governance

B Urban transport

B Financing city's
infrastructure

B Making afford-
able housing a
reality

W Efficiently using
land via urban
planning

ent with the ambassador
of Brazil who will be
present for the event via
video-conference,

India took the chair
manship of BRICS on
February 15 this year
from Russia and its
tenure  will last till
December 31, 2016. The
minisiry of external
affairs will also host the
eighth BRICS Summit at
Goa on October 15 and 18
this year
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Mumbai To Host BRICS Cities Conclave

Mumbai will host the BRICS Friendship Cities
Conclave from April 14-16, 2016. The event
is being organized by Mumbai First, a think
tank, along with the active support of the
Govt of India and Govt of Maharashtra. The
forum has received support from ali the
partner countries Brazil, Russia (India) China
and South Africa. As many as 75 delegates
comprising Governors, City Leaders, Urban
Planners, Ministers and experts from across
these countries will be attending the
inauguration and two day conclave. The
Governor of Maharashtra C Vidyasagar Rao
will preside over the inaugural function in the
august presence of Union brban

development Minister Venkaiah Naidu and
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra- Devendra
Fadnavis. On the occasion, a special book on
Urban Challenges called ‘Making of Vibrant
BRICS Cities’ will be released. Over 35 -
experts on this subject from around the world’
have contributed to this book.
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DHARMA FIRST: PROUD CM PUTS BEST FOOT FORWARD FOR CITIES' MEET

BRICS Cities Conclave

ARITRR BHATTACHARYA
ariin Mattachrva wemati oo
Mumbab, & Apeil

“0Our Sanatan Dharma
does not believe in differ-
entiation on the basisof
caste or gender: People
must understand that™
Maharashtrachief min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis
said these lines this after-
noon while speaking to
reporters at the media
interaction following the
announcement of the
BRICS Cities Conclave in
Mumbai, starting 14
April.

Although reporters
were asked to refrain
from asking off-topic
questions, a Marathi-
speaking jour nalist had
asked for the CM's views
on the prevailing tension
over women being denied
entry in Ahmednagar’'s
Shani Shingnapur tem-
ple despite a court order
tothe contrary on 1l
April.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadravis announcing the three-day

BRICS Cities Conclave 2016, #5Ns

“There's no point in
stationing police at the
temple to ensure women
are not denied entry. The
temple administration
and the pecple need o
understand that women
have equal rights. The
government has made its
stand on this clear in the
High Court...Our reii-

gion does not allow this,”
the CM said.

The message on 'dhar-
ma’ delivered tohis
domestic audience, Fad-
navis returned to busi-
ness as usual, in Englishe
The theme of the three
day conclave being
organised and paid for by
athink tank called Mum-

bai First will be Urban
Development and Future
of Cities in BRICS coun-
tries, he said.

A press release from
Mumbai First, which
aims to “transform Mum-
bailintoa world-class
city, one of the best
places in which to live
and dobusiness in®,
noted: "This conclave will
provide the private sec-
tor with a forum to par-
ticipate in a free and
Frank dialogue with gov-
ernments and other
stakeholders on its par-
ticipation in areas rang-
ing from water, inclusive
growth, urban transport,
affordable housing,
waste management and
the like'. The CM said he
was proud that the first
major event during
India’s Presidency of
BRICS was happening in
MMumbai. “This is a great
opportunity for Mumbai,
for Maharashtra...partic-
ipants in the conclave

from various cities in
Brazil, South Africa,
China and Russia will
offer real-time solutions
for our problems and
vice-versa. The conclave
will open new doors for
urban planning and man-
agement. he assuredin
English.

Yet, it isn't as if the
“truly internationai”
event is bereft of reli-
gious ndertones. The
insugural function on 14
April, to be attended by
the CM, Governor and
other international dig-
nitaries, will have India
putting up a religions
Ganesh Vandana act
whilst all other countries
are putting on show secu-
lar dance and acrobatic
Sequences.

Mumbali First CEO
Shishir Joshi insists it's
wrong to read religion
into the proceedings.
“Indiais presenting a
cultural program,” he
said viaemail.
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Mumbai to host BRICS
Conclave from Apr 14-16

THE GOAMN | KETWORK

PANAN

Mumbal will host the ‘BRICS
Frienciship  Cities  Conclave”
Froan Apeil wsth to Apeil with,
this year, A think tank calle)
‘Sumbal Fiest® with ihe sup-
part of the contrl govemment
and the saE govemment of
Moharashira will srganks the
even.

Al parines counties of
RRICS - Bradl, Russin, In
dia, Chilna and South-Alrica -
huwe supgported the event,

Urban  devidopment - and
futurre of chbes in BRICS coun:
Eriess i thie thieme of thiee diy
comclave. The clties of desel
oping countries ane Gacing
simalar chadbenges due 1o rpe
i urlimgration, The comclive
pecrviches a pHatform for lead
ees from BRICS dities 1o con
wergy, connect i learn from
i eoperiences af athir cithet

A bock o by chalbeng:
s calbed "Making of Vibran
BRICS Cithes’ will be relessed
on the occasion.

Prime Minister, MNarenidra
Mondl, had stressad on imper

S b AN

ETIES CONCLAVE

s fire L |

Maharashtra Chisf Minister Devendra Fadnavis (thied from
right} making the announcement of BRICS Friendship Citles
Conclave 2016, in Mumbai,

tamee of engagemiend betwsen
states, cities ama bocal bod-
e whithe addneakng a BRICS
Stmmil in Beasil i 2o04.

This conclave with take for-
warrdl Pritne: Ministwe's vision
as i s destenid 1o [eilitate
meaningful dialogee betwben
various stakehaldess who pas:
titke in shuping the eenewal
and deselopment of wrban
amss - thie public and peivate
sectors, civill socieny, and aca

it

The BRICS countries fo
gether with few other devel:
oping - world  countibes . fike

Mexion, Infonesia, Nigerts
and Turley account for 500
f the world's uian populs
{hom, These countres ane ex
pected 10 alirecl substantive
capital Imestneent, a3 infra
structure worth teilbions of
bodlies i built, Top didegates |
ike wovernors. city leaders,
wrhain plinmers ind minisems
from ali these countries will
b prressinid ad the event,

G Vidyasigar R, governor
of Maharashtra, omd Devene
iira Fadinavis, chiefl minkster of
Maharashir will be paesent
o Apail wyth ot thiresent,
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Mumbai,
A three-day BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave
with the theme 'Urban De-
velopment & Future of Cit-
ies in BRICS Countries', will
open here on April 14,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said on
Friday.

The conclave is jointl
organised by think tan
Mumbai First, and the state
government, with support
from BRICS countries like
Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa.

With urbanisation pos-
ing a mega-challenge for
cities globally, cities in devel-

oping countries face a com-
mon set of challenges and
the conference will provide
a platform for 75 governors,
city leaders, urban planners,
ministers and experts from
BRICS nations to deliberate
and learnt from each other's
experiences.

"With increasing
urbanisation, this will be a
great platform to debate
and exchange solutions and
ideas from cities around the
world," Fadnavis said.

The topics for discus-
sions will include strength-
ening urban governance,
making BRICS cities inclu-
sive, making cities safe and

secure, urban transport, fix-
ing the nerve centre of cit-
ies to shift to transit-ori-
ented development, city in-
frastructure financing, build-
ing sustainable cities to im-
prove delivery of urban ser-
vices, making sustainable
and affordable housing a
reality and maximizing
value through efficient land-
use and urban planning, he
added.

Fadnavis said the con-
clave will putinto real‘lt(the
vision and dream outlined
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the BRICS Summitin
Brazil in 2014, focusing on
importance of engagement

between states, cities, local
bodies and 'people to
people’.

At the BRICS Summit in
Russia in 2015, Modi specifi-
cally emphases the impor-
tance of close cooperation
between the member-na-
tions, and included a forum
of state-local government
governments from among
the BRICS countries, and
coopeation among cities in
urbanisation.

India has taken over the
BRICS presidency for one
year from February 2016
and the upcoming conclave
is the first major activity,
with Mumbai being the

BRICS urban development conclave in Mumbai from April 14

commercial capital of India
and best example of devel-
opment, connectivity, infra-
structure, and varied cul-
tures.

To mark the conclave, a
special book 'Making of Vi-
brant BRICS Cities' will be
released which has contri-
bution on urban challenges
from 35 experts around the
world.

Union Urban Develop-
ment Minister Venkaiah
Naidu, Maharashtra Gover-
nor C.V. Rao, Fadnavis and
other dignitaries shall be
present at the inauguration
on April 14,and Rao will re-
lease a special stamp cover
on the occasion.

The BRICS countries,
along with some of the
other developing countries
like Mexico, Indonesia, Nige-
ria and Turkey account for
50 percent of the world's
urban population and are
expected to attract substan-
tive capital investment for
the infrastructure worth tril-
lions of dollars which will be
built. Mumbai First was cre-
ated in 1995 with the initia-
tive of Bombay Chamber of
Commerce & Industry with
the participation of Tatas,
Godrej, Mahindras,
Hindustan Lever, Asian
Paints, SBI, ICICI, HDFC and
others.
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Mumbai to host three-day BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave

Mumbai is all set to host a three-day BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave from April 14-16.
Urban planners, policy makers from BRICS
countries, along with representatives from
various municipal corporations, smart cities and
cities under the Amrut Scheme in Maharashtra
will participate in the event. This conclave
would be first event of this size after India
assumed the presidency of BRICS in February .
2016. Mumbai First, an organisation involved in
progress of the city along with the state
government, is organising the conclave. Around
75 delegates from these countries would attend
the conclave to yield ideas of development for
cities in all the countries — Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa. Addresing a press
conference chief minister Devendra Fadnavis
informgd that a special book on Urban

9
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Brics cites
conclavein
Mumbai

MUMBAI, DHNS: Mumbai, the
commercial capital of the
country, will host the presti-
gious Brics Friendship Cities
Conclave from April 14-16.

The event is being organ-
ised by Mumbai First, a think
tank, along with the support
of the government of India
and government of Maharash-
tra.

The forum isexpected to be
global in nature and has re-
ceived support from all the
partner countries Brazil, Rus-

sia, India, China and South
Africa.
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Monday snarl an eye-opener
ahead of BRICS city conclave

Experts Suggest THE WAY AHEAD

Higher Taxes To
Decongest Roads

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Ahead of the crucial
BRICS city conclave, which be-
gins on Thursday and will delibe-
rateon cooperation for urban pro-
jects, urban planners and trans-
portexperts in Mumbai have pro-
posed new taxes and fees to

discourage buying and drivingof .

vehicles in the city: According to
them, this can generate an addi-
tional Rs 4,000 crore revenue per
year, bésides reducing cars on ¢i-
ty roads. The money can then be
used for developing Metro rail
andbus systems.

Monday'’s traffic mess on the
western corridor, prompted by a
failure in commuter trains, left
thousands of vehicles stranded,
not just on the Western Express

' Highway but also on Linking Ro-

ad, SV Road, Jogeshwari-Vikhro-
1li Link Road, Santacruz-Chem-
bur. Link Road and the Eastern
Expressway. The traffic chaos,
which comes as an eye-opener
ahead of the conclave, threw the
city’s schedules out of gear.
Expertsblame it on the inordi-
nate delay in developing the Met-
ro system and subsequently, the
dedicated bus lane. According to
them, had the Metro been in pla-
ce, instead of cars, people would
have just walked to take metro or
buses, leavingroads empty.
Besides representatives and
urban experts from many count-
ries, officials from BRICS nations
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa) will discuss the
agenda for development to meet

growing urban demands—from
water supply and roads to sewage
and waste management.

‘Making of Vibrant Cities’, a
compilation of essays written by
town planning and transport ex-
perts and that has been brought

outby Mumbai Firstespeciallyas

an agenda for discussion during

the conclave, suggests heavy tax-

es to discourage people from buy-
ing second car as vehicles add to
pollution and consume a lot of fu-
el, especially during jams. An es-
say suggests a hike in railway fa-
res to bring suburban commuter
system in profit to enable capaci-
ty addition such as 12-rake cars,

DELAYED PROJECTS
> Metro routes
NEW TAXES & FEES PROPOSED TO Colaba—Béndra-I
CURB POLLUTION, TRAFFIC JAMS Airport-Seepz |
Source i : Lo CESE D N Nagar-Dahisar |
Parking fees  2700¢r | Andheri-Dahisar|
('g Wadala-Ghatkopar-
One-time road cess 500 ¢t | Thane-Kasarwadavali|
Environment cess on fuel 3600 cr | Bandra-Mankhurd
Road user fee per annum 7480 cr | > Dedicated bus lane
mligicas 7100 ¢cr _____—_0":;“ a;d EEi
: ; —1 > Nhava-Sewri Trans
flee oo L 100 ¢t | Harbour Link (MTHL)
Increase in suburban rail fares | %1500 cr % ConsilRoadtom .
(Th ted ill be used to fund projects like - Nari i
Sl ki &t e st TAs (e Suimangint b
tracks, roads, etc) Dahisar

AClocals, additional lines and in-
creased frequency.

“The government’s policy to
only expand, roads and add flyo-
vers has encouraged cars to grow
by almost 56% in the last six ye-
ars, with majority of them in wes-
tern suburbs. Government sho-
uld now come up with a firm plan
-of execution to eradicate this
mess and stop cars from multiply-
ing,” the experts say. They also
questioned environmentalists’
opposition to Metro depots as the
system will only take away cars

-from roads and make the western
corridor greener if there are pro-
hibitions on private transport.
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Elsewhere, Heavy
Dependence On
Govt Funds & Loans

Chittaranjan

Ol

esgl

{Mumbai: When it comes to meeting
their financial needs, municipal cor-
Jporations in Maharashtra stand apart
from their counterparts from other
states, with Gujarat coming close. In
Maharashtra, municipal corpora-
tions are able to meet more than 90%
of their expenses from revenue they
generate on their own, compared to
most civic bodies in the country that
depend on funds from the Centre, state
orbankloans tomeet over50% of their
expenses, mainly because of poor re-
venue collection and weak self-finan-
cingcapacity.

Cities such as Bengaluru, Kolkata,
Hyderabad, Chennai, Thiruvanantha-
puram, Bhopaland Jaipur show a very
highdependencyon ‘transfer funds’in

THE BREAK-UP

MUNICIPAL | OWN GOV

State civic corporations buck national
trend, raise 90% revenue on their own

OWN
REVENUE

GOvVTY

MUNICIPAL
FUNDING

BODIES

BODIES |REVENUE FruNDING KSICILEY
Ajmer 9 91- | Coimbatore 58 42
Varanasi 22 78 | Kolkata 60 40 .
Chandigarh | 27 73 | Hyderabad 63 37
Indore 31 69 | Visakhapatnam 71 29
Bhopal 31 69 | Mumbai 90 10
Lucknow 33 67 | Nagpur 93 7
Jaipur 34 66 | Ppune. 94 6
Madurai 49 51 |Mir-Bhayander | 96 4
Bengaluru 52 48 | Kalyan-Dombivli 96 4
Ludhiana 55 3 45 Nashik 98 2
Mysuru 55 45 | Nanded 99 a1
Amritsar 57 43 | Navi Mumbai 99.5 0.5

theabsence of astrongtreasury ofthe-
ir own. Cities in Madhya Pradesh and
southern statesof Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka fair alittlebetter.

A review of fiscal health taken by
experts on urbanization ahead of the

BRICS city conclave beginning in
Mumbai from Thursday suggested
that none of the 41 leading corpora-
tions were fully dependent on their
own revenue, leave alone making pro-
fits, unlike cities aborad where local

bodies are capable of granting loans.
The conclave will see hundreds of ex-
perts from across the world delibera-
tingon civicissues toformulate a stra-
tegy for cooperation insectorsof urba-
nization among BRICS nations.

The compilation ‘“The making of
vibrant cities’ published by Mumbai
First,an NGO instrumental in holding
the evening, said Mumbat, Navi Mum-
bai, Nagpur, Kalyan-Dombivili, Nas-
hik, Pune and Nanded show a very mi-
nimum 0.5% to maximum 10% depen-
dency on funds from other the state,
banks or Centre, In Ahmedabad, Raj-
kotand Vadodara, upto90% revenueis
being generated atlocal level.

It may be mentioned that between
2007 and 2013, the own tax revenues of
municipal bodies have declined by ne-
arly5%. The central funding to theciti-
es has also declined during the period
exceptforthefinancecommission fun-
ding, which has gone up marginally.
Experts suggest that the bodies should
now go for public private partnership
models of development to expedite the
quality of growth in their cities.
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Naidu calls for greater cooperation
among BRICS member countries

Mumbai, April 14: Union Ur-
ban Development Minister M
Venkaiah Naiduon Thursday
calledforgreater cooperation
and people-to-people contact
among the BRICS countries
(Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa).

After inaugurating BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave
here, Naidu said, “A collabo-
rative effort is needed by the
five nations tofight social dis-
crepancies and inequalities.
They need to articulate their
diplomatic and political joint
interest. Less industrialised
nations can learn a lot from
the BRICS experience, both
good and bad, and so steer
theirownurbanisationontoa
moresecure path.”

The three-day programme
is being organised by the Ma-
harashtra and the Union gov-
ernments, and involves top
urban policy makers/plan-
nersfrom BRICS countries.

Irrespective of the socio-
economic and political con-
text, the nature and aspira-
tions of the people in BRICS
nations are the same, Naidu
said. They seek advancement
in their life term for them-
selves and for their children.
These aspirations are the dri-
ving force of urbanisation
across the country he said.

The experiences of BRICS
and newly industrialised
countries including the big
Asian economies have
demonstrated the power of

urbanisation as an engine of
development, the minister
stated.

The Minister said that the
third = generation policy
regime initiated by Narendra
Modi government is based on
integrated planning and
holistic development of ur-
banareasthrough Smart City
Mission, Atal Mission for Re-
juvenation and Urban Trans-
formation (AMRUT), Swachh
Bharat Mission and Heritage
City Development Mission
(HRIDAY).

These new missions entail
a total investment of about
18 lakh crore by 2022 in ur-
ban areas in developing basic
infrastructure in 500 cities
with a population of above
one lakh each, core infra-
structure in 100 smart cities
and construction of 2 crore
houses for urban poor in all
the 4,041 statutory cities and
towns, hesaid.

“Wehavemadesubstantial
ground towards improving
the ease of doing business in
urban areas, promoting bet-
terlanduseplanning, vertical
constructionthrough Transit
Oriented Development, pro-
moting efficient public trans-
port, much desired green and
open spaces in urban areas
etc. In the next few years,
every urban household will
be provided with water sup-
ply and sewerage connec-
tions. Every poor urban
household will be provided
with a decent house promot-
inginclusivity,” Naiduadded.

Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis said
his government had selected
10 cities in the state to be
Smart Cities, which will have
IT backbone and all basic in-
frastructure facilities. The
first Smart City of the coun-
try will be launched in Navi
Mumbai, he said. PTT
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Uniform bldg construction policy likely

Chittaranjan. o

com

Mumbai: The country will soon imple-
ment probably the first uniform model by-
laws for building permission and const-
ructions across cities to eliminate discre-
pancies and complexities. Submission of
certificates and NoCs to obtain building
permits, occupancy certificates and const-
ruction commencement orders may be re-
duced drastically and applicants who have
obtained building permits can intimate
thelocal body concerned and proceed with
construction work.

“I have given details and shared the
draft with chief minister Devendra Fadna-
vis. Wehavediscussed itand the CM hasex-

pressed willingness to goahead with it. Ve-
rysoonwewilltakeadecisiononit’simple-
mentation,” Union urban development mi-
nister Venkaiah Naidu told reporters on
thesidelines of a conclave of BRICS, an as-
sociation of five major emerging national
economies (Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa), here. Around 80 delega-

BRICS SUMMIT

tes from five countries are participating in
theevent, thefirst of itskind in India.
Similar bylaws were recently announ-
ced by Naidu for Delhi. A decision is expec-
ted in threemonths. As per thenew bylaws,
building applicants can make an online

application to theurbanlocal body, instead
of approaching various agencies, thereby
reducing the human interface and enab-
ling approvals in 30 days. He said a single
window mechanism comes into effect soas
to improve the ease of doing construction
business in the national capital, as desired
by the Prime Minister’s Office, besides
promoting investment.

One application form has been devised
for online submission by the building pro-
ponents (applicants) to the urban local bo-
dy instead of applying to various agencies
like the Airports Authority of India, envi-
ronment and forest departments,
MMRDA, railways and defence.

Applicants will not have to make pay-

ments to agencies separately, and instead
can make a payment to the urban local bo-
dy electronically. Seamless integration
will be put in place so that the urban local
body will obtain approvals from other
agencies online, drastically reducing the
time taken for sanctions, besides elimina-
ting human interface with various agenci-
es. Fadnaviscalled upon cities in BRICS co-
untriestoformasister city linkage with ci-
tiesof Maharashtratodevelop itssmart ci-
ties and translate best practices in civic
management into reality. He said the state
was leading the country in urbanization
with almost 50% of its population living in
cities alone and had taken a decision to de-
velop its 10 cities on its own as smart cities.
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At Brics conclave, call

for combating terror

HT Correspondent

of terror and are willing to units
to eombat it. He said the worid
should come together to crush
terriarism, which has no relation

ktnm’:di;ﬂm.mm“

tries are home toa major part of
the population, in the absence of
peare, steady growth will not be
posaible, Naidu sdd.
+ CONTINUED ON P12
» RELATED REPORT, P8

At Brics conclave, call
for combating terror

!1_I|_ttdu inaugura ted the con- m THAN 75
wm'nrw(}}? Mahal:szhtra D‘EI.EBAFES ARE
CWDorare v i PARTICIPATING IN NINE
triss. More than 5 delegatesare  OEOSIONS FOCUSSED
Psﬂitmaﬂnami;;nrdr! sessions | m ’ |HNH |ﬁiﬁ

“All m;;lr BRICSH:?I?B are urbanisation. With out sister city

dthey Fachavissiid

angport, &
have found solutions to them in
their own way The deliberations

The deliberations during the
conclave will focus on su'ength
‘ening urban governanecs, mak-
ing BRICS cities inclusive, m
and secure, improving urban
transport financing infrastric:
ture and building sustainable
cities among other urban lssues,
Maidu released a colloction
of Essays titled The Making
of Vibrant BRICS Cities, while

mmmmmmmmd
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Centre wants state
{0 bring in by-laws
for construction

HT Correspondent
= htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBALI: The Centre wants
by-laws for construction
work to be adopted by the
Maharashtra government at
the earliest. Union urban devel-
opment minister M Venkaiah
Naidu said on Thursday that
he has discussed it with the
Maharashtra chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis, who has
assured him to implement it.

While speaking on the side-
lines of the BRICS Friendship
Conclave inauguration, Naidu
said that the model building by-
laws are a part of the ease of
the doing business initiative by
the central government and all
key cities need to implement
them. He said that a copy of the
model by-laws has been hand-
ed over to the Maharashtra
Government.

“Maharashtra has been
going in the right direction,
but still we want the by-laws
to be rolled out for the ease of
the approval in big cities.

This will help us in develop-
ing smart cities,” he said.

Fadnavis said the by-laws
will be introduced in the state
to ensure better integration
with all state and central gov-
ernment departments and
agencies. “This will help us
in integrating all other depart-
ments such as environment, so
that no separate permissions
are required fromthese depart-
ments. This will help the con-
struction sector with hassle-
free approvals,” Fadnavis told
HT.

The model by-laws were
recently introduced in the
New Delhi.

While speaking about the
Rent Control Act, Naidu said
that it was under consideration
and there would be not unilat-
eral changes made in the Act.
He said the state governments
are being taken into confidence
before making any changes in
the Act.
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Centre making model buildin
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conespondent@dnalndianet

Union minister for urban de-
velopment M Venkaiah Naidu
informed that the Centre was
in the process of making mod-
el building bye-laws by bring-
ing together six ministries of
the Union government so that
uniformity is arrived at in all
the states in this regard. He
informed that Maharashtra
chief minister Devendra Fad-
navis is also trying to bring in

uniformity in building
bye-laws.

Naidu informed that he had
adiscussion with Fadnavis on
the matter and handed over the
recently prepared model build-
ing bye-laws to the chief min-
ister. He added that Fadnavis
told him about the efforts be-
ing made by Maharashtra gov-
ernment to bring in uniformi-
ty in these laws.

Naidu was speaking to me-
dia persons after inaugurating
the BRICS Friendship Cities

Unlon mlnisterjneets Fadnavis

Naidu informed that he had a discussion with Fadnavis on the matter
and handed over the recently prepared model building bye-laws to the
CM. He added that Fadnavis told him about the efforts being made by

i h
in

to bringin

Conclave 2016, comprising rep-
resentations from Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China and South
Africa. A special postal cover
was also released by governor
of Maharashtra Ch. Vidyasa-
gar Rao, who presided over the
inaugural function.

Naidu released a collection
of essays titled “The Making of
Vibrant BRICS Cities’, au-
moredhymuremanzsemment
writers. The book depicts the
challenges and the opportuni-
ties that are before cities from
BRICS nations in becoming a

bye-laws, says Venkaiah

mﬂy vibkanturban city Chief- « ment was -no' ’en

post master general Ashok Das,
Mumbai, first chairman Naren-
dra Nair, chief secretary of
Maharashtra Swadheen
Kshatriya were also present on

 the dais. CEO of Mumbai First

Shishir Joshi conducted the
inaugural session.

Naidu said that the mindset
of administrators and the peo-
ple would have to be changed
for creating smart cities and
that only funding of Rs500
crore from the Union govern-

ugh:ier»ﬂle
same. He also said that the cit-
ies aiming to becoming smart
cities would have to create
their own credit-worthiness so
that investors would be attract-
ed to invest in them.

Fadnavis announced that his
government plans to create an
urban agglomeration, NAINA,
which would host 22 smart cit-
ies. He said that the first inte-
grated development plan for the
same was ready while the sec-
ond was in process of making.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI: Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis on Thursday
announced that the state gov-
ernment plans to create an
urban agglomeration called
NAINA that will host 22
smart cities and the first inte-
grated development plan for
this programme was ready.

He was speaking as the
host of the first ever BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave
which was inaugurated in
Mumbai on Thursday to co-
incide with the inauguration
of the Maritime India Summit
2016 by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. The conclave
has brought together repre-
sentations from Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China and South
Africa, and is the first initia-
tive after India took over the
BRICS presidency in Febru-
ary this year.

Mr Fadnavis said, “Maha-
rashtra is the most urbanised
state in India. This new gov-
ernment under the leader-
ship of PM Narendra Modi
looks at urbanisation as an
opportunity. We (Maharash-
tra) are going ahead with our
own programme of making 10
smart cities and 'countries
from all across the world are
willing to help us in that. The
first Indian smart city is
launched in Maharashtra and
I am sure it would set an ex-
ample for all other states and
cities.”

Stating that his govern-
ment is focusing on improv-
ing solid waste management
and Swachh Maharashtra
Mission under the aegis of
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Mr Fadnavis said, “The key to
bring about sustainable de-
velopment in urban areas is
urban mobility and a single
integrated public transport

| system. Time has come to

S

Maharashtra setting up
integrated plan for 22
smart cities: Fadnavis

' Conclave will bring
together over 75
delegates including
governors, leaders
from BRICS nations

collaborate, work together,
translate and move ahead.”

Terming the process of ur-
banisation as “inevitable”,
Union Urban Development
Minister Venkaiah Naidu
stressed on the importance of
positive correlation between
urbanization and develop-
ment in spite of the challeng-
es of urbanisation.

‘ The three-day conclave,
organised by Mumbai First in
collaboration with the state
and central governments,
will bring together more than
75 delegates including gover-
nors, city leaders, urban plan-
ners, and experts from BRICS
nations.

The BRICS conclave aims
to provide a common plat-
form for delegatesto con-
verge, connect and learn from
the experiences of other ci-
ties. Urban governance, safe-
ty of cities, transport, financ-
ing city infrastructure,
sustainable and affordable
housing are some of the top-
ics that will be discussed at
the conclave.

Mr Naidu also released
The Making of Vibrant
BRICS Cities, a collection of
essays authored by more than
25 eminent writers.

The book depicts the chal-
lenges and the opportunities
before cities in BRICS na-
tions in becoming a vibrant

urban city. A special postal

cover was also released by
Maharashtra Governor Ch
Vidyasagar Rao, who presi-
ded over the inaugural
function.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 14

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment expects to strengthen its
existing sister-city relations and
establish more international col-
laborations through the three-
day BRICS Cities conclave, being
attended by officials of major
cities from all the BRICS nations,
that started on Thursday in
Mumbai.

At the inaugural function,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said, “Till
now, sister-city relationships
were restricted to just
Memoranda of Understanding
(MoU), but now it is time to take
them forward and translate
them into reality.” Among the
cities in attendance, Mumbai al-
ready has sister-city
in place with Shanghai from
Chinaand Russia's St Petersburg.

The very first session of the
BRICS cities’ conclave on Friday
will be on the collaboration
amongst BRICS cities, where all
heads of delegations will make

presentations. There will also be

Urban Development
Minister Venkaiah Naidu at
the inauguration of the
BRICS conclave. Dilip Kagda

a special presentation by Xue
Zezhou, minister of organisation
from the Ministry of Shanghai,
on how best to operationalise
the sister-city agreement be-
tween Shanghai and Mumbai.
Senior government repre-

i, Beijing,
Qingdao, Sao ‘Paulo, Rio de
Janeiro, Johannesburg, and St.
Petersburg, among others will
attend the conclave. The confer-
ence will focus on various issues
of urban development such as
urban rt, affordable

BRICS fuelling urban growth
and development Venkalah

housing, safety and security, suc-
cessful models of city gover-
nance, building sustainable
cities, and financing city infra-
structure.

“The BRICS countries are
home to 42 per cent of the
world’s population and con-
tribute 20 percent of the world'’s
Gross Domestic Product. They
are not only managing chal-
lenges of urbariisation, but also
playing a major role in fuelling
urbangrowth and setting the de-
velopmentdiscourse,” Venkaiah
Naidu, Union Minister of Urban
Development said, adding that
world over, urbanisation and mi-
gration from rural to urban areas
is inevitable, and the conclave
will be helpful in sharing expe-
riences.

The BRICS cities conclave in

Mumbalwouldbetheﬁrstone

Naidu said there would be
any urban forum of the BRICS
nations in Vishakhapatnam in
September 2016 with an agenda
to deepen the understanding or
urban-rural linkages and city
clusters.

SCEREsee 0. T~ R R e
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MMRDA commissioner U.P.S. Madan will
make a presentation on urban transport today
at the BRICS Friendship Cities Conclave
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City’s population will dip by
1 million in 18 yrs: BMC chief

MMRDA'S PROJECTIONS

Civic Body Now
Revising Draft
DP 2034 Based On
MMRDA Report

Tuaes News Netwonn
Mumbai: By 2034, Mumbai's
population will decline by one
million, said municipal com-
missioner Ajoy Mehta. The
projection has been made by
the Mumbai Metropalitan Re-
gion Development Authority
(MMRDA)and the report was
submitted to the BMC two
monthsago, he added.

The municipal corpora-
tion is now revising the Draft
Development Plan-2034 based
on the new projections.

Mehta, on Friday, made a
presentation on  “Making
Mumbai Work™ at the BRICS
Summit being held at a hatel
atNariman Point.

The city's population, as
per the 2011 census, is12.44mil-
Tion, Between 2001 and 2011, it
declined by 7% in the islandci-
ty and grew by only 8% in the
suburbs. As per the 2001 cen-
sus, the population was 11.0
million, in1001, it was .02 mil-
lion and in 1981, it was 8.2 mil-
lion. The decadal growth in
105101 was20.41%, in 1061-2001,
it was 20.68% and in 200111 it
was 3BT %,

Mehtasaid though the pro-
jection is for a declining popu-
lation, the BMC will have to
make provisions in open spa-
ces, housing and other infrast-
ructure because adequate
amenities have not been crea-
ted and the shortfall will have
tobe takencareof

“Since only 10% of thecur-
rent development plan has be-
enimplemented, there will be
a shortfall of one million hou-
ses. Thesharpgrowth ratebet-
‘ween 1931 and 2001 has thrown
up four challenges—housing,
open spaces, employment and
zocial equity” he said. " Weare
shortof T5lakh dwelling units
and need 100 lakh tenements
by 2034. This can be achieved
byrehabilitation of slums and
old buildings and striking a
balance between in-situ deve-
lopment (vertical) and crea-
ting new nodes. We will have

more space as the BMC has to
make up for the shortfalls in
open spaces, housing,
employment and social equity
between 1981-2001

MUMBATI'S POPULATION 2011 2034

WILL DECLINE BY census {projected)
ONE MILLION BY 2034 124 miion | 114 mition
However, the decline in * BMC proposes to develop
population will not result in mangroves as bio-parks

Panel: BRTS on
coastal road;
more FSI to
facilitate Metro

» To comect shortfall in
employment, it plans to offer
higher F51and reduce
premiums and taxes for

» The shortfall in housing is
estimated at 1 million

spaces
> For social equity, the BMC
proposes to reserve land for

> To oreate more open
spaces, BMC plans to offer
private | incentives

working women hostels,
daycare centres for children,
old-age homes, geriatric care

We are short of 75 lakh dwelling units and
need 100 lakh tenements by 2034. This can be
achieved by rehabilitation of slums and old
buildings and striking a balance between
in-situ development (vertical) and
"™ creating new nodes. We will have to
= ) ensure that the population is neither too

A thinly spread nor too densely packed

3 3 — Ajoy Mehia | wwecrs onmrseoss
3

to ensure that the population
iz neither too thinly spread
creating problems of irans-
port nor too densely packed ™

Ta create MoTe open spa-
ees, the BMC has proposed

participatory regulation,
whereby aportion of aprivate
land will be reserved for an
open space and to ensure ihe
landowner offers the plot vo-
Tuntarily, s/he will be allowed
concessions in development
for the remainder. The muni-
cipal corporation will also cre-
dte more open spaces by enab-
ling citizens to access the vast
mangroves along the coast by
developing bic-parks.
Mumbai, said Mehta, is

the country’s economic hub.
To ensure it retains its prima-
cyand employment is created,
the BMC. through the new de-
velopment plan, will offer hig-
her floor space index (FSD,
thereby i ing volume of

The proposed coas-
talroad project will haveonela-
ne each on either side dedica-
tedfor bus rapid transit system
(BRTS). Also, charging premi-
umonadditional floor space in-
dex (FSI) for buildings along
the npeoming Meirorail routes
andusingitfor Metroconstroc-
tion is the only and proven op-
tion to accelerate mass rapid
ransit system development in
the city, concluded apans] of ex-
perts that deliberated on trans-
it-oriented development {TOD)
at the BRICS city conclave on
Friday.

“TOD is the way we can ge-
nerate funds for the Metro and
road projects, better housing
and commercial facilities close
to the Metro corridor to impro-
wve quality of life. Such a modal
has achieved success in Japan,
id Prabhat Sahai, CMD of the
Mumbai Railway Vikas Corpo-
ration (MRVC).

MMRDA commissioner UF
SMadansaid that the TOD con-
cept had been given in-princi-
pleapproval.

Sahai said legislation and
policies have been framed in
these countries o accommoda-
te TOD. but India does not have
the framework., “MRVC and
MMRDA have started work on
this. The challenge will be o
get all stakeholders on board
amd create confidence among
citizens about the projects by
adopting a transparent system
of implementation,” he said

Chinese and Brazil experts

commercial space. It will also
reduce premiums and taxes
oncommercial spaces.
Thedraft DPwillalsofocus
on social equity by reserving
land for transit hostels for
working women. daycares for
children to enable women to
g0 to work and create women-
only vendor zones. For senior
citizens, the BMC will reser-
vedland forold-agehomes and
geriatriccare centres.

isted on a uniform law togo-
vern the transport system and
a comprehensive plan by ta-
king into account footpaths,
cycling tracks, buses, cars and
rail systems.

Municipal commissioner
Ajoy Mehta suggested higher
FSI for commercial spaces and
a mechanism to bring down
taxeson commercials and emp-
Toyment to reduce their cosis o
promote the services indusiry.
—Chittaranjan Tembhekar
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State move to boost transport grid

BRICS COMCLAVE Government approves transit-oriented growth
plan along public transport corridors

MUMBAL The state government has given in-principle approval to the transit-
oriented development {TOD} plan along the public transport corridors.
Metropolitan commissioner UPS Madan made the statement on Friday in a
discussion on urhan transport during the BRICS Friendship Cities Conclave in
nMumbai.

TOD is an approach to bring area surrounding transit corridor under mixed-use
of residential and commercial development to maximise access to public
(transport.

The MMRDA has already submitted the TOD plan along the Metro One and
Monorail to be enforced in 500-meters area, o the state government. Under
its TOD plan, the MMRDA aims to encourage “Walk to Work” concept by
allowing residential development by allotting floor space index [FSI) of 4. The
premium charged by it on higher FSl allocation is planned to be used on
developing infrastructure projects in the city.

The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) had faced severe criticism
from experts and activisis last year after it proposed F5l of 5 fo 8 in congested
areas along the SV road, Link Road under TOD in the draft development plan
2034. it was said higher FSis without any strategy would lead to reckless
wertical growth in the area and subsequent congestion. The DP was scrapped
later, with orders to revise it.

Other panelists in the discussion included Diego Blanc, chief advisor for
Institutional Relations and Bilateral Cooperation, Brasil, Peter Manners, senior
director in VISA, Prabhat Sahai, chaimman of Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation
[MRWVC), Gao Qun, deputy director, general of Qingdaoc Municipal Government,
China.

On the need to have proper integration of various transport modes, Diego said
the Brazilian authorities have started taking steps to encourage public
transport mode especially Bus Rapid Transport System (BRTS) in Rio de Janeiro
with integration of various modes of transport.
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Photo caption: Chief secretary
Swadheen Kshatriya (left) and
chairperson, Mumbai First,
Narinder Nayar at the BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave, on
Friday.

Headline Date 16.4.16 Page No 4

SUCCESS
STORIES

TOKYQ, JAPAN

Under TOD in Tokyo, each
metra station area has access
to most of the daily services
by wialking. It also offers
large number of service-sec-
Lor jobs and some profession-
2l jobs. TOD stations are also
servel by feeder buses

BRISEANE, AUSTRALIA

Brisbane is implemeanting
TOD arounc ERTS network.
Most of this TOD activity has
been market-driven, with lit-
wile encouragement by the
government, However, the
government now has begun
actively promoting TOD in the
BRTS station areas

OTHER EXAMPLES

Paris, France

Toronto, Canada
= Chief secretary Swadheen Kshatriya (left) and chairperson, Mumbai First, Narinder Nayar at the BRICS Hang Kong
Friendship Cities Conclave, on Friday. BHUSHAN KOYANDE
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SHANGHAI
MODEL FOR
MUMBAI REALTY

HTCorrespondent '
= himetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL As the city is struggling
to provide housing to its citizens,
it can take a cue from the realty
chapter of Shanghai, one of the
most-populated cities in China.
Shanghai adoptsa multi-dimen-
sional approach to provide houses
to its citizens. It includes rental
housing schemes, shared owner-
ship, along with the regeneration
of old dilapidated structures.
According to Huang Rong,
the deputy secretary, general of
Shanghai Municipal Committee,
the entirefocus is to provide afford-
able houses to the citizens. “Our
focus is on urban housing and
we are adopting four methods in

- thisendeavour,” said Rong. He said

the Shanghai authorities ensure
adequate supply of land and also
build small and medium-sized
apartments to ensure houses.
Rong was speaking at the
BRICS Friendship Cities Conclave
2016 on “Operationalising
Mumbai-Shanghai Sister Cities
Cooperation”. He said Shanghai
has been collaborating with vari-
ous cities like Saint Petersburg,
San Polo and Mumbai on various
urban issues. Shanghai, spread
over 6,800sqkms, has a population

of approximately 24 million. Going

by the trend of urbanisation, the
rural population tends to shift to
urban areas, thus, putting a strain
on the urban infrastructure.

In Shanghai, the municipal
authorities also tend to subsidise
the rents for the poor. Another
method is to pull down the dilapi-
dated structures and build new
structures in their places.
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ADMITTING THAT Mumbaimay
be much safer today than in
2008, D Sivanandan, former
Maharashira direcor general of
police (DGPL said the aty was
still not adequately prepared to
deal with terror attacks and in-
ternational help should be
spught and information shared
between glohal cities for ade-
quate preparedness. Talking on
making cities safer, other pan-
elists at the BRICS Cities conclave

underway 1n Mumbai alsoem-
phasised on the need for mod-
emisation of bw enforcement
AECNCIECS.

“Weneed enormous amount
of resources and we need to
have advanced technology.
Unfortunately, termr outfits are
using more advanced technolo-
£ies I carmying out attacks and
the law enforcement agencies
are trailing behind them. Also,
weneed tohave the latestarms
and ammunition a5 well 25 pro-
tective cover to face suicde at-
tacks like 26/11° said
Sivanandan, adding that ad-

vanced inteligence and use of
technology was amust for safety
and security. He was talkingat a
sessiontitled ‘Making our cities
safip and secure’ on Frid ay,

He added that there was a
need o involve the entine com-
munity in policing. “We must
make them stakeholders and
training should be given to
them,” he said, adding that
Srandard Operating Procedures
for law enforcement agencies
should not simply be wrirten
and orgotien but also updated,
every now and then, He also
talked about the need for pre-
pare dness o protect aties from
fire, floods and organised arime.

Mbangza Shitole, chief execu-
tive officerof South African Cities
Metwork, representing South
African Local Government
Association alsoemphasised on
the importance of technology
and people’s participarion. “We
need tobe proactive not reactive
when we deal with issues of
safety, Safety is about moderni-
sation of thoughis and imvolve-
ment of people. Use of tedinol-

‘City safer than in 2008, still not adequately
prepared to deal with terror attacks’

Former Maharashtra DGP says co-operation between global cities necessary

oy 15 mmportant for safery and
sequnty of a nation,” he said.

Tovar Da Silva Nunes, the
Brazilian Ambassador to India,
said that Brazil Beedviolence in
urban areas duee to poverty and
this was anunigue challenge in
maintaining Baalian ctes se-
Cumity.

Responding to a question
from the audience, Svanandan
conceded that children were
gewting disturbed due 1w infor-
mation aailable on the internet.
“Muchrof radicalisation is hap-
pening through the intemer. We
expect the government tocome
up witha de-radicalisation pro-
gramime. But, itcan't be imple-
mented by law enforcement
agencies alone, It must be done
by elders in our society,” he
aclded.

Praveen Doy, Maharashtra
DGE said safety was crucial for
the progress aftheciny. “Weshall
overcome the challenges and
continue to make the city safer,”
Driocit said.

mumbsinevsineBiepressindiacom
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With India taking various steps to create an affordable housing segment, Shanghai's experience could come handy in developing its own infrastructure here
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BRICS CITIES CONCLAVE: AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Shanghai model

launch alow-rent
Rong informed.
Shanghai's low-rent housing system,

* Huang

‘Housing for All' programme, it is hardly a
surprise to see local planners and authori-
ties looking for cues —suchas the strategic
apprach adopted by Shanghai—acity very
often compared with Mumbai, to bring an
over four-fold increase inits percapita liv-
ing space over the pastthreedecades.

On the second day of the three-day
BRICS cities conclave that started on
Thursdayin Mumbai, Huang Rong, deputy
secretary, General of Shanghai Municipal
Committee, gave adetailed presentation on
affordable housing in Shanghai.

under whic notpro-
vide ownership of the houses, is targeted at
thecity's poorest families who find great
difficulty in finding housing. The delegate
said, the public rental hausing too is based
ona no-ownership model, but is particu-
larly for the migrant papulancnl inShanghai
‘with stable incomes and.

“Shanghai launched The, pnhllc mnul
housing system in 2010, T

COMPARISON BETWEEN MUMBAI AND SHANGHAI

ments for those who had to be relocated
from rickety buildings
The ontrol real

criteria. Rentals are a bit lower rhan ﬂlc
market rates. They are for a limited period,
and there is noincome critenia. The madel
is managedthrough market operation and
said.

estate markets— which has relied on giving
i B ellers sl cor s

Mumbai too had toyed with the idea of

tionofa few low-cost houses for the general
public, Shanghai has adopted four ap-
proaches toaffordablehousingfor different
typesof residents — lowrent housing.a pub-
lic houses on shared

Mumbai Metropolitan Region to prevent
proliferation of slums by constructing and
renting out 160-square-feet houses with
rents ranging from Rs 800 to Rs 1,500 per

estate prices in the city by adjusting de-
mand and supply through release of and,

| Sarurpay:

W WW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Tue UrRBAN

charted out four approachesto provide af-
fordable housing — slum redevelopment on
the existing plot, an interest subsidy
scheme,creation of housing stock ona pub-
lic private partnership model,and benefi-

encouraging small and
apartments, and purchase restriction pull—
cies, Huang Rong added.

Pankaj Kapoor, managing director at

ownership to low and middle-income
group families, where the government

month. However,

ownership,

offwitha tepi from devel

from old dilapidated buildings.
“Shanghai was among the first citiesin
i

and athoughtin hindsightthat the govern-—
ment cannot be an efficient landlord and

are good, and even
«doable, but there should be intent.
However, i st

AREA POPULATION Liases Foras, a Mumbai-based real estate
SHANGHAL MUMBAL SHANGHAI MUMBAL consultancy firm, said, "Our government
7037 603 242 124 to0 hadbeen talking about rental housing,
ki i b e housing for the economically weaker sec-
tions by mandating developers to construct
acertain percentage for the sector, but the
SLUM POPULATION POPULATION DENSITY pmblem in India is that urban local bodies
SHANGHAL MUMBAL SHANGHAI MUMBAI haven't really participated in affordable
20% 42% 3,800 20,000 housing. Urban Iocal bodies did not do cer-
approximate approximate persqkm persq km tain things that they were meant to do
inareassuchas the when they were instituted. Conceptually,

Shanghai

of shared

such as tussies between land lords and ten-

totake  partly ouse. ants, reluctance of tenants o leave their
“The costof tionis regarded as  houses, and political pressure, Shanghai,
thebasis, and we: i under has swift]

pabilities of applicants. The owner occupier

rcmnvcd 78 million square metres of old

tem. Weset
up a housing provident fund, low-cost
housing. We have taken up many large
measures and projects.

makin prone
to encroachment. The scheme was ulti-

hasright partment, but at

ight
the time of sale, the pr\xecds are shared

Shanghai was the first in China to also

mately sc afford-  with the in a fair manner,”
ingsct Huang Rong said.
Besideshousesonrent, the Shanghaiad-  While Mumbai has been facing several

ThelndianEXPRESS 2t ¢ foril 201¢
:

wer edivon: 2paper. indianexpress, com/c/9757400

recent years.

s.mulmu.siy, Shanghaibilds houses
to relocate those who have been evicted
from old shaky apartments Since 2002, the
administration has built 9,70,000 apart-

mand and supply through contralling the
release of land may not be the best ap-
pmach torein in property prices, “This ap-
proach was tried in Mumbai too and is a
main reason for the growth of slums and
skyrocketing of property prices,” he said.
As part of the Union government's
*Housing for AIl initiative, formulated un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, the
Narendra Modi-led government has also

Using these ap-
proaches, the government plans to create
houses of up to 30 square metre (323 square
feet)forthe weakersections, and 60 square
metres (646 square feet) for the lower-in-
come groups.

However, the slum redevelopment
scheme of the Union government's pro-
gramme will not be implemented in
Mumbai, as it only promises subsidised
housing whereas successive governments
havestuckto a free housing' policy for slum
«dwellers, a major votebank in Mumbai.

The slum rehabilitation scheme in
Mumbai, where at least 42 per cent of the
population lives inslums,allows private de-
velopers to house slum dwellers living in
structures built before January 2000in
highrises constructed on a portion of the
plotthat the slum occupies. As anincentive,
builders are granted a higher construction
area and are allowed to commercially ex-
ploit the remaining public land free of cost.
The scheme, which was launched two
decades ago with the intention of housing
8lakh families within five years, has man-
aged torehabilitatealittie over 1.5lakhfam-
ilies until now.
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Top rail official says city needs
transit-oriented development

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAL AFRILTS

STATING that Mumbai needs
transit-oriented development
(TOD), which refers to density
proportionate to easyaccess to
mass transit infrastructure,
Chairman and Managing
Director of the Mumbai Rail
Vikas Corporation Prabhat Sahai
pointed out on Friday that the
lack of support through legisla-
tionand poorpublicconfidence
are stalling the implementation
of TOD systems in the financial
capital

“TOD can generate funds for
transport projects. It is success-
ful in Japan and a number of
dties of Europe and some dties
inChina.Whatis peculiarabout
these cities is that legislation and
policies have been framed toin-
corporate TOD, The legislationin
our country doesn't support
TOD," said Sahai, who was
speaking at a session titled

Mumbai Rail Vikas Corporation chief Prabhat Sahai said lack
of support through legislationand poor public confidence
were stalling implementation of TOD systems. Express

‘Urban transport: fixing the
nerve centre of cities to shift to
transit-oriented development’
organised as part of the BRICS
Cities conclave 2016,

He said most TOD projectsin
Japan were debated across the
table. "We should go aheadwith

TOD and make a mix of low-cost
housing and publicspaces,” said
Sahai.

UPS Madan, MMRDA com-
missioner, said that apart from
the integration ofland use plan-
ningand transport planning that
would be needed for TOD, an-

other type of integration is re-
quired for different modesof
transport such as creating net-
waork and linkages with all
modes of transport and a com-
mon e-ticket system for all
modes of travel

"“There are complexitiesin
achieving both integrations. It
requires high dvicinfrastructure
and funds immediately but the
returns take time. Other chal-
lenges include selection of the
right model,” said Madan.

When asked by Madan
about how to choase the right
model for TOD from the many
madels, Peter Manners, senior
director at Chip and Contactless
Solutions, Visa, said it was best
to stick to simple and trusted
solutions.

Later,makinga presentation
on '‘Making Mumbai Work',
Municipal Commissioner Ajoy
Mehta said that forthe first time,
social equityis being induded in
the Development Plan (DP),
which is being prepared by the

civicbody for2014-2034.

“In the DP, we are ensuring
that infrastructure doesn't be-
come aconstraint. Also, rom the
social equity point of view, we
are making provisions for gen-
der equity andforthe differently
abled,"” said Mehta.

While gender equity in-
cludes multi-purpose housing
for working women, care cen-
tres, Aadhaar Kendras and skill
centres, affordable and rental
housingand publicconve nience
for women, measures for the
differently abled include cus-
tomized public buildings, roads
and housing.

"Due tothe coastal road proj-
ect, thedtywill getahuge green
cover. We will have toreclaimat
least 120 hectares of land. While
60 hectares will gofor construc-
tion of the road, there will be
green cover on the remaining
portion and no construction at
all,” Mehta added.

mumbalnewslire@expessirdia com
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State looking at
St Petersburg
for technology
to make Mithi
river navigable

Devendra Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI SFRIL 15

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment is considering roping in
expertise from St Petersburg in
Russia to dean up the sluggish
Mithi River and make it naviga-
ble, with plans of using the 18-
km river for transportation. On
the sidelines of the BRICS cities
conclave at Hotel Trident, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis on
Friday held bilateral meetings
with delegates from Brazil,
Russiaand China on theissue
A senior official said, "St
Petersburg has extensive expe-
rience in iver deaning and mak-
ingrivers navigable. So in our
discussions, the chief minister
said we couldconsider the same
technology forthe Mithi River.”
He added thatdelegatesfrom
St Petersburg discussed the work
of Vodokanal St Petersburg, a
company of the City of St
Petersburg, in making water-
‘ways navigable. The company
operates the city's water foun-
tains, public toilets, and supplies
water to 5 million people. St
Petersburg already has a sister-
city agreement with Mumbai.
Fadnavis recently said the
government plans to send a pro-
posal tostart water transporton
the Mithi river to the National
Inland Waterways Authority.
‘The chiefminister also inter-
acted with delegates from
Shanghai on how to further the
sister-city agreement signed be-
tween the two cities in
September 2014.
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Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis will
address the gathering at the BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave 2016 on
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Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis will address
the gathering at the BRICS Friendship Cities
Conclave 2016 on Saturday

City

SATURDAY | 16 APRIL 2016 | MUMBAI
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Bring about a TOD to improve
infrastructure: BRICS 2016

» STAFF REPORTER
Murnbai

The need to fix transit-ori-
ented development (TOD) in
the city to Improve the in-
frastructure was raised at
the Brics Friendship Cities
Conclave (BRICS) 2016 con-
ducted here on Friday.

The BRICS India 2016 con-
ducted a panel discussion
on the topic Urban Trans
port: fixing the nerve centre
of cities to shift to transit

oriented development at
Trident.

The Metropolitan Com-
missicner, Metropolitan Re-
gion Development Authori-
ty, MMRDA, U P § Madan
who gave a presentation at
the discussion, stressed on

the increasing congestion of

the roads causing more pol-
lution in the city

“Transit oriented devel-
opment would solve mobili-
ty izsues in the city In bip
ger cities like Mumbai, peo-
ple have to commute long
distances, since their place
of work is far off. TOD in
place could help resolve

Inadequate public transport
infrastructure is evident with suburban

trains carrying seven million passengers
daily. Similarly, bus transport carries four
million passengers on a daily basis.

these issues”, said Madan.
Madan also added that
there is a need to plan
denser development of both
commercial and residential
in the close vicinity of pub-
lic transport corridors
which would ensure that

people walk to their place of

work and residence,
Inadequate public trans-
port infrastructure is evi-
dent with suburban trains
carrving seven million pas-
sengers daily. Similady, bus
transport carries four mil-
licn passengers on a daily
basis. However, placing a
TOD in a city like Mumbai
also has several challenges.
The presence of brown flied
environment due to dense
development is more in a
city like Mumbai. The lack
of eivie infrastructure also

makes it difficult to bring
abouta TOD in place.

Madan also added that the
lack of involvement of the
stakeholders namely the
slum developers, real estate
and government agencies
create challenges in bring-
ing about a TOD here.

Gao Qun, Deputy Direc-
tor- General of Qindao Mu-
nicipal Government, China
who was present at the dis-
cussion appreciated the am-
bitious planning of Nation-
al mohility card that could
provide seamless travel by
different metros across all
transport systems in India.

Whereas, Prabhat Sahai,
CMD, Mumbai Railway
Vikas Corporation said that
the existence of TOD would
lead to betterment in the
quality of life of people.
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Mumbai : Union Urban the Maharashtra and the Union
Development Minister M governments, and mvolves
Venkaiah Naidu today called top urban policy makers/

for greater cooperation and planners from BRICS countries
people-to-people contact among  Irrespective of the socio-

the BRICS countries (Brazil, ecomomic and political context,
Russia, India, China and South the nature and aspirations of
Afnica). After inaugurating _ the people in BRICS nations
BRICS Friendship Citics are the same, Naidu said! They

Conclave here, Naidu said, "A seek advancement in their life
collaborative effort is nceded by term for themselves and for their
the five nations to fight social children. These aspirations are

the driving force of urbanisation
across the country, he said. The
experiences of BRICS and newl
industrialised countries in:ludm:
the big Asian cconomies have
demonstrated the power of
urbamsation as an engine of
deyclopment, the minister

3% . The Minister said that

the generation policy

tegme initinted by Narendra
Maodi government is based on
integruted planning and holistic
development of urban arcis
through Smart City Mission,
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
und Urban Transformation
(AMRUT), Swachh Bharat
Missson and Heriuge City

Naidu calls for greater cooperation
among BRICS countrie$

Development Mission
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‘Segregation Of

@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: While Mumbai
grapples to manage waste at
Deonar and other dumping
grounds, around 21 municipal
councils in the state can show
the city the way to get it right.
The councils, including Veng-

Garbage Key To -
Getting It Right’ -

Small towns show city
how to manage trash

Pic for representation

THE SUCCESS STORY

The strategy at these 21 municipal
councils is to motivate staff and

involve people

o

0 Populatio

anonymity. As the BRICS city
summitinvolving citiesfromfi-
v ing nations is under-

“&3“’ Wai, Safar;,Rmtggﬁ Vengurla 13000 dhudurg | 100% | X<
Shirur, Lonavala, Mahabalesh: | Lonavala 2035y | e L0
war, Mangalwedhe, and Vaija- Shirur 40,000 Pune 60% v
E”“go‘;/f‘;;‘““w"d anaverage | Satara 120195 | Satara 50% | v
‘make their areas free of open- | | Wal 36025 | Satara 9% | X
air defecation and have adop- Mahabaleshwar | 13393 Satara 90% v
ted advanced techniques such | i 18000 | Satara 60% | vV
GPS tracki trash =
esGESaRcEdl o 34106 9% | v
ternal survey by municipal dwad 22372 | Kolhapur 65% v
z:)‘l'lheg&‘}f through respective . ['sangola 36000 | Solapur 9% | vV
Mumbai generates 9500 | Pandharpur 98900 | Solapur 65% v
metric tonnes of garbage daily galvedh 21,800 Solapur 60% v
b“‘ﬁg‘mfogtigm“a K di 23000 | _Solapur 4% | X
res) sewa- -
ge goes directly into the sea, | DeolaliPravara | 33497 hmed: 85% v
without  processi Town | Rahuri 38,813 | Ahmed 60% s
plaersatstn iy M [ |00 [ smesnaar| 0% | 7
tt ismadopted bythe- | Chali 97000 | Jalgaon 0% | X
se councils. “Had Mumbai | Vaijapur 41,296 | Aurangabad 65% v
achieved segregation, toxicity i B
in air and Thane creek could “Wehavedecided tochange * ly common thing among them
have been avoided,” said a se-  theconceptof dumpingandin- s their determination,” said a
nior IIT professor; requesting  steadof dumpingsites, wehave Mantralayaofficial.

decided to convert them into
pmce3§ing units,” said BMC

way, urban experts said they
expect some effective solutions
and action in segregating and
disposing the megacity’s gar-

ioner Ajoy Mehta.
“The 21 councils have been
showing for the past few
‘months that they take the clea-
ning business very seriously.

bage. Directorof municipalad- Thesmallestinsizeare Vengur-  sed through bio-methanation|

ministration Meeta Rajiv Lo-  la in the Konkan and Mahaba-  or composting. Many sell the

chan said in these councils, al- = leshwar in Satara district with  resultant manure to neighbou:

most 100% garbage was collec-  apopulationof about13,000and ringfarms. Asaresult wastege|

tedand there wasabsolutelyno  the largest is Satara withapo-  neration in all councils has go{
Fs open-air defecation. pulation of over1lakh. Theon- nedownsignificantly

In these councils, more
than 50% households segrega-|
te waste at source into dry and
wet components and in at least
nine councils, segregation at|
source is more than 75%. The|
wet waste either is then proces-|
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Work on two more Metro lines
likely to begin after monsoon

Be Announced

Tomorrow

Chittaranjan Tembhekar &
Manthan K Mehta | tnn

Mumbai: Two years after the
city’sfirst Metrorail (Versova-
Andheri-Ghatkopar) chugged
off, Saturday came a ray of ho-
pe that the construction of the
next two lines (Metro VII bet-
ween Dahisar East and And-
heri East—parallel to WEH,
and a part of Metro I between
D N Nagar and Dahisar West)
would start after monsoon.
Metropolitan commissio-
ner UPS Madan on Saturday
told reporters on the sidelines
of the BRICS city conclave
that he would be announcing
the name of the selected bid-
ders of Metro-VII on Monday.
The winners will take up civil
work (station and via-duct
construction) in three diffe-
rent phases. Four to five deve-
lopers have bid for each of the
three packages. For Metro II's
portion in western suburbs, a
similar announcement will be
made next week. Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi had per-
formed bhoomipujan for both
thelines in October last year.
It may be recalled that the
Metro I had taken six years to
start operations after the
construction began. A source
said the MMRDA will not take
long to construct these new
elevated lines as they involve
negligibleacquisition. “Weex-
pect the via-duct and station to
be done by 2020 as there are
less complexities in execution
and it is a cash contract,” the
source added. Meanwhile, the
much-hyped Metro III betwe-
en Colaba and Seepz via Band-
ra and Airport is yet to arrive
at the construction stage.
According to Madan, the
bids for the civic work const-

= e .. . v S S S A

Orgr Tvou Vi

Contractors To - IS TT A 2020 DATE FOR METRO 11, VII?

> The 16.5-km Metro VI will
come up along WEH’s service
road that goes from south to

north and will have 16 stations

> Metro VII's depot will come
India’s 16.5ha plot in Dahisar

up on the Airports Authority of

from five firms for Metro VI
corridor on the Andheri- -

Metro VI will cost
6,208 crore X
> The first leg of
Metro Il (Dahisar
west-DN Nagar) will
be execued by the DMRC
and will be synchronized with
Metro VIi so that trains can

Also, these Metros will be
integrated with railways,
buses, taxis and autos

> MMRDA has received 13 bids

move from one line to another.

Prime
Minister
[3CHLIEVSRY Narendra Modi had
laid the foundation

stone for the two

Metro routes on

Oct 11, 2015

will cost about 24,160 crore

> For this, MMRDA has
proposed to spend ¥1,892
crore from its own kitty
and loan another 21,050
from the state and central

‘governments. The state and
MMRDA have decided to raise
about 21,468 crore to buy land
component
> The depot for Metro Il may
come up in Goregaon
> MMRDA will provide 52%
and the ADB will loan 48%
of the cost for both these
projects

ruction cost were 2-5% lower
thantheestimates.

Of the seven corridors,
Metrolwas inaugurated in Ju-
ne 2014, MMRDA had planned
to start work on Metro II—Da-
hisar-Charkop-Bandra-Mank-
hurd—but the project got
stuck due to absence of an en-
vironmental clearance for its
depot. Now Metro IT's D N Na-
gar-Dahisar portion is being
awarded for construction.

Unlike in the case of the
Metro I, which was built on
PPPbasisand isnow caughtin
a legal tussle over increase in
fare, thetwonewroutesarelik-
ely to offer a tariff of Rs10 for

* first3km, Rs20for 3-12kmand

Rs30beyond 12km foralongti-
me. It isbecauseamajor share
of expenses is being borne by
the MMRDA, state and Centre
and cheaper bank loans would
beused for therollingstock. To

save on expenses, the state has
proposed toget power from the
state electricity corporation
onano-profit-no-loss basis.

While the expected comp-
letion timeframe for Metro II,
ITand VI1is2020, thelastoneis
most likely to catch the deadli-
ne as ‘it is the shor-
test—16.5km, and simplest to
execute since its alignment is
along the Western Express
Highway The official said,
“There is no major relief and
rehabilitation issue. Also, sin-
ceitisanelevated corridor; itis
faster to execute.” MMRDA
widened the WEH a few years
ago under the Mumbai Urban
Improvement Project so the
width issufficient and there is
noissueof rightof way Metro
Iwasdelayedduetoabsenceof
rightof way.

Another official said, “The
phase I of Metro I and Metro

V1I are along north-south cor-
ridors, unlike Metro-I, which
crisscrossed over railway
tracks as well as the WEH. For
Metro I, there were delays in
getting the design approved
from the railway safety autho-
rity above the tracks.” Metro
VII will be provided intercon-
nectivity with the Andheri
Metro station and the Dahisar
West-D N Nagar stretch willbe
linked with Metrolin Andheri
West, off Linking Road.

An MMRDA official said,
“Work on Metro 11 is expected
to begin soon but it is a longer
corridor and an underground
project, which may get exten-
ded to Kanjurmarg. Also, the-
re are issues regarding its de-
pot at Aarey Colony. The pro-
jectwilltakemuchlongertobe
executed. An underground
project can encounter unex-
pected hurdles.”
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City lags in affordable hsg,
needs good plans: Experts

Fast Approvals,
Duty Waivers
To Help Devpt

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Maharashtra lags
behind Gujarat in terms of
supply of affordable housing
while Mumbai city ‘ comes

third after Ahmedabad and
Indore with better housing

stock for people from low-in-
comegroups, reveal expertpa-
nelists in their papers at the
BRICS summit.
ccording to them, this
shortage of housinghad puta
large burden of unorganized
housing, slums, and demand
for high FSI on the maximum
city, which could put a heavy
strain on existing infrastruc-
ture such as congestion on ro-
adsand demand for water.
“Had affordable housing
in distant suburbs been made
available, decongestion of

Mumbai would havebeenpos- |

sible. To reduce slums lowe-
ring property prices, increa-

. sing affordable housing stock

for all categories and creating
rental housing are the measu-
res,” experts such as B CKha-
tua have suggested.

A report on the state of
low-income housing market
by Monitor Deloitte highligh-
ted that 78,000 houses costing
below Rs 10 lakh were sold in
urban india, of which 31,000
were built between 2011 and
2013 in over 130 projects in 22
cities by the private builders
without any significant assi-
stance from government.

FOR A BETTER LIVING

Among states, Gujarat is ¢ ontop followed by Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh and north Indian states (Delhi, Uttar

Pradesh, Rajasthan put together) -
Source | Hansa: Monitor Deloitte Analysis :

| Ahmedabad

6,726 | 4,474
| Mumbai Surat
4,270 | 2,493
Pune Lucknow
1,796 |1,752

Nagpur | 1,651

2 SRR S RGNS R

This, according to experts
such as Vikram Jain, Aditya
Agarwal and Ashish Karam-
chandani of FSG Inclusive
Markets, was far short of the
millions of homesréquired by
low-income group citizens in
the country Mumbai First,an
NGO has come U] w1thac0m

kingof the\ﬂbrantﬂih% = by“
theexperts.
According to the FSG trio,

.fastand time-bound approvals

for low-cost housing, develo-
pinginfrastructuresuchasro-
ads, classifying debt to hou-
singﬁnance companies thatis
lent to low-income customers
aspnority sector lending, and
waiving stamp duty and regi-
stration for end-customers
should be some of the steps to
encourage affordable housing
stock. “Mandating a fixed per-
centage of every project for
EWS and LIG housing, incen-
tivizingdevelopers by offering

 bility of gap funding, ensu-

additional FSI, providing via-

ring competitive bidding and
offering surplus government
land in exchangefor bid ofhig-
hernumberof low-incomeho-
using should be the initiati-
ves,” they added.

When it comes to redeve-
" lopment; says Abbas Master;
‘Bhendi Bazaar redeveloment
was stuck due to no-acquisi-
tionof properties, time-consu-
ming government approvals
and the legal hurdles created
by non-consenting landow-
ners and tenants. “Otherwise
cluster development can faci-
litate wider roads, more open
space and ample parking and
cleaner neighbourhood. Itcan
give makeover to the city to
achieve holistic, sustainable
safer cities. Dealing with va-
rious departments and nume-
rous multilevel approvals
cause significant delay,” says
Master:
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Aurangabad
breweries and
distilleries could
get dehydrated

Makarand.Gadgil
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @MumbaiMirror

fter Shiv Sena president Udd-

hav Thackeray, currently on

a tour of Aurangabad, de-

clared “Water supply to beer

andliquorcompaniesshould

be stopped immediately, even if it

means loss-of revenue and water in

damsshouldbeonlyused fordrinking

water purposes,” the Maharashtra

government is actively considering

. cutting the water supply of six brewer-
iesand fivedistilleriesin thecity.

AsMaharashtra witnesses itsworst
drought in a century, with swathes of
the state left without potable water,
the clamour to cut water supply for
thesefactories hasintensified.

When confronted with Sena’s
statement, CM Devendra Fadnavis
hassaid, “Ihaveaskedforareportfrom
Aurangabad’s divisional commis-
sioner on how much wateris supplied
to which industries and from what.
source and I am expecting a report in
day or two. After which government
will take decision immediately.” The
CM was attending the BRICs summit
in the city today, which had sessions
aimed at improving infrastructure
and distributing resources.

Aurangabad breweries produce
nearly 27 crore litres of beer annually.
The production of a single litre of re-
quires four litres of water. The state’s.
total excise revenue is just over Rsll,
000 crore—of which a third is generat-
ed by the breweries and distilleries
from the Marathwada region. These.
factories are supplied with 4 million
litres of water every day from the near-
byJayakwadi dam, even as Aurangbad
city gets municipal water only once
every threedays. : £

Senior BJP leader Pankaja Munde,
who is from Marathwada, opposed
theidea. “Thewater giventobreweries:
and distilleries is from an industry
quotaanditdoesn'taffectthe quota of
drinkingwater. Anyway, quantity giv-
en to liquor industry is very negligi-

3sic ble,” shesaid. p
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housing in Brazil, China

‘Let’s learn from affordable
ng in Brazil, China’

dev lopment such as build-

ing affordable housing. Mr
Fadnavis was speaking dur-

‘ing the closing function of

the BRICS Friendships Cities

‘ Conclave in the city.

“The best practices shared
here are so insightful that 1
think many cities will imme-
diately try and implement
these solutions,” the Chief
Minister said. “Aside from
the presentations made at the
summit, bilateral meetings
with the delegations from
each country have opened
new doors to cooperation in

various fields. It can change
the face of city-to-city
cooperation.”

Mumbai, he said, has been
struggling with several is-
sues of urbanisation; princi-
pally, the challenge of provid-
ing affordable housing to
over 60 per cent of its pop-
ulation that still lives in
slums and informal setﬂ&

CM was speaking
at the closing
function of the
BRICS Friendships
Cities Conclave

ments. The city government,
he said, is keen on studying
models for pro affor-
dable hausmg such as those
presented by delegations
from Brazil and China,

Since 2009, Brazil has been
attempting to unpiement an
ambitious social housing
programme called Minha
Casa, Minha Vida (My
House, My Life) which aims
:g‘;géve grants to middle and
who would use the money to
make down payments on
new homes. While the pro-
gramme has been praised for
shifting the focus on the
housing industry in Brazil to-
ward the mlddle classes rath-
er than income groups,
it has also been criticised for
not sufficiently providing ad-
equate lmng spaces for the
poorest sections. However,
aspects like direct cash trans-
fers for housmgareldeas that

makers in India are
onkmg at emulaung :

On safety issues from

within and outside that
Mumbai faces, Chief Minis-
ter Fadnavis said that Maha-
rashtra was looking at the
ymes adopted by
countries such as South Afri-
c:a that have tried to resolve
partmﬁm:ly through the cre-
ation of open spaces for citi-
zens that makes cities more
inclusive. “It’s important to
note that cities are not just
for the fortunate, but more
for the under privileged.
They have to be integrated
into the city’s development,”

he said. .
Flaborating on initiatives
for citizen éngagement with
government, Mr Fadnavis
i -model presented

Rufssian city of 5t Petersburg
as being progressive. The

State government, he said, is

also looking at tapping into]
St. Petersburg’s expertise on® *
water transport and seek its~
help in making Mumbai' s
Mithi river navigable, %

“The delegates at the con-*
ference have offered some-
thing new and fresh to make:
this word a better place tu
live in. The time has come to’
end deliberations and act up-'
on our key findings” he
concluded.

ion from the -
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State likely to collaborate with
BRICS nations to solve city woes
State Is likely to collaborate with BRICS nations
like China and Russia to troubleshoot Mumba's
housing, Infrastructure and civic Issues. Chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis on Saturday sald:
Mumbai is struggling with Infrastructure and
affordable housing Issues.” Cue will also be
taken from the coastal city of St Petersburg to
work on flooding during monsoon as well as to
Improve Mithi River and make It navigable.
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Mithi clean-up: The

Issian way

MODEL PLAN State to adopt St Petersburg’s method of cleaning its Neva river to make the infamous Mithi clean and navigable

l@il

‘BRICS
% JIA 2044

The state government
would adopt the St Petersburg
model to clean the Mithi river,
‘which brought deluge to the city
10 2005 . 4

Chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis said there would be
collaboration on this front with
Russia. “We will

Delegates focus on
power to local bodies

ing city m!mstractum. Pune
Kunal
mm?r sh:emedm the need to

was done to prevent flooding,

The river originates from
Sanjay hi National Park

among various cities to tackle ot

the issue of urbanisation, which  other cities.

is growing at a fast pace.
"Mmdnﬁmehnsmmemmd

the deliberations and take:
he added. The three-day BRICS lm»kmﬂwrhmhmmeaghﬁ

government mooted a progeamme
to clean the Mithi river but with

India, China and South Africa.
“We charge just over a dollar

for 100 litres of water provided

toafamily of five, This is less if

that the Centre needs tomake fis-
calrisk y

for the local bodies.

He stressed on the need of
taking harsher decisions to aug-
ment infrastructure in a politi- |
cal set-up, giving more financial
power to the local bodies and
capacity-building. His view-
points were shared with Mbanga

Sithole said as colonised
countries, BRICS nations have
undermined a local body’s par-

in building nations.
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BRICS CITIES CONCLAVE 2016

Financing infrastructure:
Changing tax pattern need
of the hour, say experts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI APRIL 16

TALKING ON ﬁnanang city in-
frastructure’, panelists empha-
sised onthe need to change tax-
ing pattern, evolve participatory
budgeting and take firm deci-
sions to complete infra-projects
on time. Tover Da Silva Nunes,
Brazilian Ambassador to India,
said that Brazil had moved to a
decentralised taxing systemand
autonomy had been given to the
citiesslowly. :

“Participatory budgeting is
also important for the city's fi-
nances. We have to tax people
and collect money. So, one.
should know howthe money is
being spent,” said Tovar, who
was speaking af the session or-
ganised as part of the BRICS
cities conclave 20‘[6.
on Saturday.

Pune Mumcfpal
Commissioner Kunal Kumar
said that it was time to change
the current rigid taxing system.

Tover Da Silva Nunes,
Brazilian Ambassador
hadmovedtoa
system and autonomy
had been given to the
cities slowly

“We should move 1o a sys-
tem in which there is less de-
pendence on taxes and moreon
user charges,” said Kumar,
adding that the government also
should come out with a law to
make fiscal rate management
‘mandatory.

“The profession and enter-
tainment taxes go directly to the
state government and the mu-
nicipal corporations don't get
any share of it. It can be de-
volved,” said Kumar, adding that
one should look at PPP for skill
development, rather than only

Talking about the difficulties
in completing projects, he said,
“A fair amount of harsh deci-
sions need to be taken. It is diffi-
cult in our political set-up but
necessary to complete infra-
projects on time.”

Mbanga Shitole, chief exec-
utive officer, South AfricanCities
Network, representing South
African Local Government
Association, also emphasised on
the need to strengthen local
governments and think about
pool financing between BRICS
countries.

In another session titled
‘building sustainable cities to
improve delivery of urban serv-
ices’, Ajit Kumar Jain, a retired
IAS officer, talked about the
need of planning water supply,
after consulting residents.

“At present, there is no law
that makes it mandatory to re-
duce water loss. So municipal
by-laws are required,” said Jain.

mumbainewsline@
expressindia.com
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State to study low-cost housing
schemes of Brazil, Shanghai

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 16

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
mentis planning to take a closer
look at the low-cost housing
models of Brazil and Shanghaiin
China to see if any of the ele-

ments can be replicated in the

state. It has set a target of creat-
ing 19 lakh affordable houses in
the state in five years.

The chief minister heid bilat-
eral discussions with represen-
tatives from Brazil as well as
China on the sidelines of the
ﬂnae—daymmmndm
organised by private thinkrank
Mumbai First, along with the
Union and state governments.
The conclave ended Saturday in

Mumbai.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said, “Mumbai is strug-
gling with urbanisation and

availability of affordable hous-

ing. We are very keen on study-

ing models of partner countries
such as Brazil's ‘minha Casa,
minha vida' (my house, my life)
and the Shanghai model."
Brazil's ‘Minha casa, minha
vida' was alsodiscussed ina spe-

cial session on affordable hous-

ing as part of the BRICS conclave.
It was started in 2009. The
Brazilian administration had
pledged more than a million sin-
gle-family homes to low-income
families through various
schemes. The model, however,
does not provide free housing
unlike Mumbai's slum rehabili-
tation scheme and is designed
for working class families with a
range of benefits, determined as
per their needs, The benefits in-
clude 25 per cent down payment
to buyers, subsidised interest
rates on mortgages and 100 per
cent financing among others.

The Shanghai model is based
on four approaches - low-rental
hmsmg&xmmmﬂymfam-
ilieswho otherwise find itdifficult
tobe included in the formal hous-
ing sector, public rental housing
for the working population with
stable incomes, shared ownership
housing with the government,
and housing for those who need
toberelocated from their old rick-

ety buildings.

Fadnavis said, “The bilateral
discussions have opened new
doors for cooperation in varied
fields." He added that Mumbai
alsohadalot tolearn from cities
inSouth Africathathave had ef-
fectively used urban pianmng
and inclusiveness of society to
combat threafs to safety and se-
curity as well as residents’ en-
gagement model followed by

Russia's St Petersburg.
mumbal newsline@expressindia.com
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Lot to learn from Brazil, Shanghai: CM

AGE CORR
MUMBAL, APRIL 16

With the populatwn of the

city inchthE

coupled wgh pti_ob}emoﬁ
providing housing for mass-
es, chief minister Devendra
Fadnav:s said, “There is lot
for us to learn from the
Brazil and Shangai models
that have been successful in
tackling the dire need for
housing for the masses.” Mr
Fadnavis was speaking at
the closing ceremony of the
BRICS Friendship Cities
Conclave 2016. “We have a
ot to learn from our part-
ner countries like Brazil,
Russia, China and South

@ He speaking
ot the closing

eitluﬁmelm 2016

Africa. Mumbai is facing
the problem of urbanisation

has
been able to tackle the prob-
lem of mass housing and T
believe we can learn from
that model and implement
in Mumbai to solve rob-
lem of providing ble
housing,” he added.

The CM also stressed on
cleaning up of the Mithi
River in Mumbai

and mak-

ulation, We

mgitnavigableforwhich,
gewexpeﬂhl fro

welp from
Russia

Delegates and ITors
from countries like Brazil,
Russia, China and South
Africa termed the BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave
2016 as greater cooperation 30
between cities and people of
emerging countries. They
stressed on the need for

inclusive development clave
where the underprivileged
had a lot to contribute
towards development
thro involvement.
8 on safety and
security, chief secretary

_Sivadheen Kshairi}[a said,

“Like South Africa, we are
.alsofaemg challensaaf

be 1mplemenhed by the
eeuil::gu-y to combat threats to
security”

The event saw major

5hmese delesates attand-
In%at'l;e conclave, including
planners, governors
and ctty mayors. The con-
n of 20
delegaws seia, six
from South Africa and five
from Brazil who discussed
best practices and partner-
ship in offering solutions
for urban planning and
designing. _
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S LALIT WADHWANI

Mumbai will be getting
higher F51 and planned and
inclusive all-reund
development as per the

opment plan for

The dream city
Mumbai is facing issues in
housing, infrastructure,
open spaces; transport and
employment.

“FSIwill be increased
strategically in a balance of
vertical and horizontal
growth 5o that it does not
stress the infrastructure’
said Municipal

Yoy Mehta
IKS Conclave

Making Mumbai Work

Id in Mumbai. He
hat o the
population intiease from
82 iacsin 1981 to about 1.2
crores today it is causing a
severe strain on the :
infrastructure. Howeverall
et ta change, we

in a planned manner with a

focus on housing with

open spaces and

commercial real estate.
"We planto

Mumbai's prime

economic capital by

lowering the cost of

business by increasing
ease of doing business with
speedy approvals, reduce
business costs and taxes to
provide empioyment.

The development will also
focus onsociai and gendar
equity and includs
affordable housing, special
facilities for the differently-
abled, homes for the aged.
care centres for children
and sheiters for the

homelass. For women there

will be dedicated vending
zones, hostels, rental
g and other

congestion will redu
the city will geta

. the éngine of India’

economic growth hav
28% of total FDI & Fii. 227
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cleaning up Mithi

FOR C

@ STAFF REFQM’EH

burg t
River navigable,
navis.

He was speaking at the
¢closing ceremony of an in-
frastructure meet in the
city: Speakmg about St. Pe-
tmberg ~-Russia, Fad
navis. his inferest
in foii‘ﬁwinx a policy of en-
gaging citizens in urban de-
velopment and planning.

After successful imple-
mentation of making the
rivers in St. Peiembm'gnav
igable, Fadnavis t

help from severalexpei'ﬁses, :

in Russian countries for
adopting a similar concept
for Mlt}u River after its

cleaning.

The chief minister also ex-
pressed interest in urban
planning projects from oth-
iar BRICS countries such as
ow 1t

Fadnavis was ‘keen on im-
plementmg a,Bramhan pro-

Y L]fe!

CM SEEKS RUSSIAN HELP

‘in Mumbai that pro-

vides housing for low-in-
come groups. “1 am Keen on
becoming partners with
Brazil to implement hous-

yar
Nayar also added that the

ing for low-income groups.”  challenges of urbanisation
‘said Fadnavis. were dealt with the concept
He also stressed upon the of mass - housing which

fact that the mass housing.
solutions must be adopted
from countries like South
Africa who have faced simi-
lar situations of rapid ur-
baﬁlsanmhkaa Mumbai.

could ‘be. implemented in
thec;tyuf Mumbm al.

human mreats Fadnaws

| said that safety ‘of the city
-must be fivsi ensured

any urban plamung takea'
place.

Swadheen Kshatnya,
Chief Secretary, Govern-
ment of Maliarashtra
stressed upon the need to
implement mass transport
coneept through publie
transport system in Mum-

- bai which is followed in the
state of Rio de Ja:wma

Brazil.
Kshatriya also added that

‘seamless mode of fmwyrid—_'
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_ dealt with. Speaking at a ses-

'In‘dla should bid for Olympics,
says delegate at BRICS meet

MansiGoda
correspondent@dnaindia.net X

India should bid for the Olym-
pics in the upcoming years,
said Diego Blanc, chief advisor
for Institutional Relations and
Bilateral Cooperation, Rio de
Janeiro City Hall.

Blanc was part of the dele- .
gate at the BRICS Friendship
Cities Conclave that was held
in Mumbai last week. The del-
egate discussed various con-
cerns that have risen over
Brazil’s preparation for the
Olympics, being a developing
country similar to India, and’
facmg political and economlc
crisis.

Massive protests and rau-
cous Congress debated over
1mpeachment of Brazilian
president Dilma Rousseff on
corruption charges and char-.
acterises the political scene of

‘the South American countryto, 4.

host the 2016 Olympic games.
Adding to the strife, is the on-
going economic recession, the
worst in 25 years, which had
caused Brazil’s GDP to fall by
4% in 2015, and showed no
signs of relief.

Even with a paralyzed fed-
eral bureaucracy; the city will
deliver the venues in time, said
Blanc. “With more than three
months to go, 95% of the ven-
ues are ready for operation.
The execution of the projectsis
being handled by the munici-
pal government chiefly in col-
laboration with private bodies
so the problems at the federal
level will not affect the games,”
he informed.

Concerns, apart from the
venue preparations, include
tepid ticket sales, which is on
the rise and water pollution,
which is also being swiftly

Ready to host?

SECURITY THRATS

intelligence.

The mosquito-borne Zika fever epidemic is a major concern for
travellers, as the virus can cause birth defects and neurological
problems. The World Health Organisation (WHO) has so far advised
pregnant women to avoid travelling to Rio, yet Blanc is optimistic
about the city hosting the games. “The games are during the winter
months of Brazil, and it will reduce the threat of mosquito presence
because of lower temperatures,” claimed Blanc.

Security is being questioned, as the policing budget was cut by 2

billion reals which is equivalent to $500 million. Blanc confirmed

that terrorism is the most worrying concern for the Olympic

organisers. “When you host global athletes and travellers, you bring

the enemies of all those countries to yours,” he said, adding that
adequate measures were being taken to ensure the best

sion on improving infrastruc-
ture of cities at the BRICS
event, Blanc said that the prior-
ity for the municipal govern-
ment of Riowasto build along-
lasting legacy, in terms of
infrastructure for citizens to
enjoy and not only catering the
games. Brazil aims to host its
first-ever ‘sustainable’ Olym-
pics, he informed dna.

Brazil has not been among
the highest performing nations
in Olympic games and hosting
the games is a plan to change
that and to promote sports, he
said. “Onone hand, we are in-
stilling, in our children, the
importance of sports and the
spirit of Olympic Games, and
on the other hand, we are build-

ing a world-class facilities for

‘improve Brazil’s perfor

our athletes to train, on the
pretext of the Olympics. The
legacy of the games will surely

mance,” he said.

When India does prepare to-
host the Olympic games, logis-
tical issues will be the greatest
obstacle, Blanc said. Taking
from Brazil’s instance, hosting
the Olympics will be an impe-
tus to promote athletes in vari-
ous fields resulting in the de-
velopment of several less
popular sports, that were still
in their nascent stage in India.
India has toyed with the idea of
bidding for the 2024 Summer
Olympics, yet did not pursue
the idea as prime minister Nar-
endra Modi believed that it was

too early. e
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