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CM: Need to study
Brazil model of

affordable housing

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

' Mumbai: The city will host

the first BRICS Friendship
City Conclave, an internatio-
nal summit to discuss and
tackle urbanisation issues
emerging in the cities of five
developing BRICS nations
(Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa) between
April14and 16.

Announcingthe schedule .

of deliberations at the three-
day event, CM Devendra Fad-
navis said he had already as-
ked for studying Brazil’s
most successful model of af-
fordable housing in order to
benefit cities of the state,
especially Mumbairegion.
BRICS nations are develo-
ping or newly industrialised
but are distinguished by the-
ir large, fast-growing econo-
mies and significant influen-
ceonregionalandglobal affa-
irs. Since 2009, the BRICS na-
tions have met annually at
formal summits and India
currently holds the chair of
the BRICS group. -
Experts from BRICS na-
tions, besides from globally
successful cities, will partici-
pate at the conclave that will

Sanjay Hadkar

CM Devendra Fadnavis at a Gudi.
Padwa event on Friday

formulate an agenda for coo-
peration to enhance quality
of human life infast growing
urban centres across the five
countries. “Cities are charac-
terized by poor service deli-
very standards and in turn
quality of life.The first ses-
sion will focus on key gover-
nance issues, experiences of
cities like Shanghai, that ha-
ve transformed in a decade
and leadership and institu-
tional characterneeded toac-
celeratethe growth,” said the
agenda of the summit relea-
. sed by Fadnavis.

Paulo, Hongkong will also

beatthecentreof discussion.
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[ don’t mind if

IPL matches are

moved out; CM

‘Won’t Supply
Potable Water
For Pitches’

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Maharashtra chi-
ef minister Devendra Fadn-
avis on Friday said he would
notmindevenif theIPL mat-
ches—which begin in Mum-
bai today—were shifted out
of the state but no potable
water would be supplied to
prepare the pitches. The Wa-
nkhede stadium alone wou-
ld need over 40 lakh litres for
watering the ground for its
eight matches.

Following the Bombay
high court’s criticism—it
called wasting water on IPL
matches during a drought
criminal—there are chanc-
es that two or three matches
of the Punjab team schedu-
led in Nagpur may be shifted
toMohali.

“No potable water willbe :
supplied for watering pitch- :
es. Water is more important
for us than cricket. So, even :
if the cricket matches are :

shifted out of Maharashtra,

Idon’tmind,” theCMtoldre-
porters on the sidelines of a :
press conference to announ- :
ce a summit of BRICS cities

in Mumbai. e

»HC order on April19,P 8

Final HC order
on April 19

PFromP1

e IPL T20 tournament is
I set to begin with the first
match between Mumbai
Indians and Rising Pune Su-
pergiants at Wankhede today:
Twenty of the 60 matches, in-
cluding the final on May 29, are
being held in Maharashtra sin-
ceitistheonlystatewithtwote-
ams—Mumbai and Pune.

The HC has allowed the in-
augural match but will decide
on petitioners’ demand to shift
the other matches on April 19.
Although the tournament or-
ganizers said that water safe
for drinking. was not being
used to water pitches, the court
has asked for-more informa-
tion to substantiate this. In so-

me parts, where scarcity of wa-
ter is particularly egregious,

thepolice has banned groups of
people from gathering

voirs and tanks to preyel

,lence after water nots re
‘portedi insome vﬂlages ¥
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MUMBAI SET

T0 HOST BRICS
GITIES CONCLAVE
THIS MONTH

HT Correspondent
= himetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBALI: The financial capital
of the country is all set to play
host to the three-day BRICS
Friendship Cities Conclave.
The conclave, which will begin
on April 14, will be inaugurated
by governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao
and attended by Union urban
development minister Venkaiah
Naidu. More than 75 high-profile
delegates from international
cities including Cape Town,
Johannesburg, Shanghai and
Beijing, among others, will
attend the conclave.

Governors, city leaders, urban
planners, ministers and experts
from Brazil, Russia, China and
South Africa will discuss issues
such as inclusive growth, urban
transport, affordable housing,
waste management and water
supply in the nine sessions
spread over three days at Triden
in Nariman Point. ‘

In line with the concept of
federalism promoted by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, this
conclave will provide a platform
of opportunities for cooperation
between governments, provinc-
es and people, chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis told media-
persons on Friday.

“Conclaves have helped
strengthen sister-city relation-
ships between cities and coun-
tries. This conclave will formally
allow cities to cooperate and col-
laborate with each other on many
fronts,” said Fadnavis.

“Around 50% of the world’s
population resides in urban areas
and the urban problems faced by
the BRICS countries are more or
less alike, even though the extent
may differ. Many have found
innovative solutions for their
problems and I am sure if these
solutions are shared, knowledge
transferred and cooperation is
ensured, we can change cities for
the better,” said Fadnavis.

Narinder Nayyer of Mumbai
First, an organisation that will
be organising this conclave in
association with the state gov-
ernment and the Government
of India, said this will be second
big international event after the
Make In India Week organised

_in February. “Ithas r,eceiveg_a‘x;

‘whe response from the
member countries,” Nayyer said.
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NEARLY 75 delegates from major cities of
BRICS nations, including Shanghai,
Johannesburg, Rio de Janeiro, and St
Petersburg, will attend athree-day conclave
on urban planning in Mumba, in what
would be India's first BRICS event after as-
suming presidency. The conference will be
held from April 14 t0 16.

The 'BRICS Friendship Cities Conclave”
‘will focus on various issuesof

BRICS CITIES’ CONCLAVE

Delegates to share knowledge, technology, expertise

The ‘BRICS Friendship Cities
Conclave’, to be held from April
14to 16, will focus onvarious
issues of urban development
such as urban transport,
affordable housing, safety and
security, successful models of
city. gavemance building

ities, and financing

ment such as urban transport, affordable
housing safety and security, successful mod-
els of city governance, building sustainable
cities, and financing city infrastructure.
The conference will also host a special
session on Mumbsai, titled ‘Making Mumbai

city infrastructure

Zezhou, minister of organisation from the
Ministry of Shanghai will also give a special
presentation during the conclave on how

‘Work, with Municipal C Ajoy
Mehta togivea presentation on the! ﬁn‘mclal

best
‘The first day will only be marked by the
! hich Union urban devel

HIP CITIES CONCLAV

14" to 16" April, 2016

ariman Point,

Mumbai

om. Trident Hotel

capital’s infrastruc plans
and hurdles. With a bilateral agreement in
place between Mumbai and Shanghai to be
sister cities since September 2014, Xue

opment minister Venkaiah Naidu and chief
‘minister Devendra Fadnavis will attend, fol-

Fad

and a cultural programme featuring talent
from across the BRICS countries.

The cultural show will be held at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu
Sangrahalay in South Mumbai.

Conferences will begin from the second
day atHotel Trident, Nariman Point, starting
withadiscussion on collaboration amongst
BRICS cities where all heads of delegations
will make their presentations.

Ambassador Tovar Da Silva Nunes will
head the Brazilian delegation, and St

have managed to have real-time translations
of the deliberations here into Russian,
Chinese as well as Marathi.

‘There are nine themes onwhich this con-
clave will contemplate, deliberate. All these
themes such as planning, secuirity, sustain-
ability, waste management, are absolutely
relevant for all cities.

Besides real-time translations, the state
and Union governments, and Mumbai First,
athink tank of private sector representatives
that is also one of the organisers, has also

Petersberg Governor Georgy [

will lead the Russian delegation. Xlevuan

h Foreign Countries, wil I
be present on behalfof the Chinese delega-
tion, while Subesh Pillay, member of the
Mayoral Committee for economic develop-
ment, city of Tshwane, will lead the South

arranged for del-
egates to interact with each other, with the
media and experes. Sources said various ity
corporations are also likely to enter into
Memoranda of Understanding with cities
from the BRICS countries toexchange knowl-
edgeand technical know how.

Chief secretary Swadheen Kshatriyasaid

African delegation. we have invited all municipal
Chlef SecretarySwadheen I(_chamya_ auef Minister Devendra BJP Parlmmenmnan Poonam Mahajan  corporations| toparticipate,as wellasall pro-
the media about i and cities

irst
the BRICS| Fnendshlp Cmes Conclave 2016 in Mun\hal on Fnday P

among BRICS itieson India's behalf.

lowed by a special dinner for t

Chief Minister

AMRUT so that they canalso benefit from the
conference.
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begms Apnl 14

MUMBAI: The first ever three-day
BRICS Friendship Cities Con-
clave will begin in Mumbai on
April 14, with cities of the

‘BRICS member countries

namely Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa partici-
pating to leverage each other’s
strengths and share expertise
for addressing urban issues.

As reported in The Hindu

(Feb 13, 2016), this initiative
brings together city planners,
administrators, and experts of
BRICS member nations under
one umbrella. It is part India’s
contribution to the emerging
nations group as BRICS presi-
dent for a year. “This conclave
will pave the way for dialogue in
shaping, renewal and develop-
ment of urban areas. With
growing urbanisation, this will
be a great platform to exchange
solutions and ideas from cities
from across the globe,” said
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis on Friday.
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City to host international
BRICS meet starting 14th

BRICS FH!ENDSHIP cITIES C

14" to 16” \prll 2016

o, l"{;.!. !'I 1[%

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, APRIL 8

The city is set to host the
BRICS Friendship Cities
Conclave 2016, between
April 14 and 16
Delegates from Brazil,
Russia, India, China and
South Africa are expect-
ed to attend it. The three-
day event is an initiative
of Mumbal First, a
think tank, along with
the support of the
central and state
government.

Speaking about the
conclave, chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis said,
“BRICS is a forum which
will open a new door for
urban planning and
management where all
promising economies,
co-operate and collabo-
rate for overall develop-
ment of the countries.
In a federal structure,
not only government-to-
government but also peo-
ple-to-people connecl is
also a must. This forum
will allow global cities of
BRICS to cooperate and
collaborate to share solu-
tions and knowledge on
similar urban prob-
lems.™

Further, the event will
see major participation
from China as the
country is sending more
than 30 delegates includ-
ing of urban planners,
governors and city may-
ors. There will also be
20 delegates from Russia,
six from South Africa
and five from Brazil who
will discuss the best
practices and partner-
ship in offering solutions
for wurban planning

—

Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis at a press meet

ahead of the conclave

® Delegates from
Brazil, Russia,
India, China and
South Africa are
expected to attend

the conclave

and designing.

Mr Fadnavis also said
that today urbanisation
was inevitable, and on
the one hand one had to
work on making rural
development sustainable
and on the other also
plan in a balanced man-
ner for urban areas.
Sixty per cent of the
state today lives in urban
or semi-urban areas and
planning and manage-
ment is a erucial factor
for the state.

The state will also
host the delegates and
will showease its
culture in the form of a
cultural event on the
evening of April 14,
Leaders from cities like
Cape Town,
Johannesburg, Beijing,
Shangai will also be pres.

SESSION LINED UP
DURING BRICS

W Strengthening on
urban governance

B Urban transport

B Financing city's
infrastructure

B Making afford-
able housing a
reality

W Efficiently using
land via urban
planning

ent with the ambassador
of Brazil who will be
present for the event via
video-conference.

India took the chair-
manship of BRICS on
February 15 this year
from Russia and its
tenure  will last till
December 31, 2016. The
minisiry of external
affairs will also host the
eighth BRICS Summit at
Goa on October 15 and 18
this vear
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Mumbai To Host BRICS Cities Conclave

Mumbai will host the BRICS Friendship | Cities
Conclave from April 14-16, 2016. The event
is being organized by Mumbai First, a think
tank, along with the active support of the
Govt of India and Govt of Maharashtra. The
forum has received support from ali the
partner countries Brazil, Russia (India) China
and South Africa. As many as 75 delegates
comprising Governors, City Leaders, Urban
Planners, Ministers and experts from across
these countries will be attending the
inauguration and two day conclave. The
Governor of Maharashtra C Vidyasagar Rao
will preside over the inaugural function in the
august presence of Union Urban
developme ister Venkaiah Naidu and
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra- Devendra
Fadnavis. On the occasion, a special book on
Urban Challenges called ‘Making of Vibrant
BRICS Cities’ will be released. Over 35 -
experts on this subject from around the world’
have contributed to this book.
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DHARMA FIRST: PROUD CM PUTS BEST FOOT FORWARD FOR CITIES' MEET

BRICS Cities Conclave

ARITRR BHATTACHARYA
aritrn atiactrva wgmailoom
Mumbab, & Apeil

“0Our Sanatan Dharma
does not believe in differ-
entiation on the basisof
caste or gender: People
must understand that™
Maharashtrachief min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis
said these lines this after-
noon while speaking to
reporters at the media
interaction following the
announcement of the
BRICS Cities Conclave in
Mumbai, starting 14
April.

Although reporters
were asked to refrain
from asking off-topic
questions, a Marathi-
speaking jour nalist had
asked for the CM's views
on the prevailing tension
over women being denied
entry in Ahmednagar’'s
Shani Shingnapur tem-
ple despite a court order
tothe contrary on 1l
April.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadravis announcing the three-day

BRICS Cities Conclave 2016, #5Ns

“There's no point in
stationing police at the
temple to ensure women
are not denied entry. The
temple administration
and the pecple need o
understand that women
have equal rights. The
government has made its
stand on this clear in the
High Court...Our reii-

gion does not allow this,”
the CM said.

The message on 'dhar-
ma’ delivered tohis
domestic audience, Fad-
navis returned to busi-
ness as usual, in Englishe
The theme of the three
day conclave being
organised and paid for by
athink tank called Mum-

bai First will be Urban
Development and Future
of Cities in BRICS coun-
tries, he said.

A press release from
Mumbai First, which
aims to “transform Mum-
bailintoa world-class
city, one of the best
places in which to live
and dobusiness in®,
noted: "This conclave will
provide the private sec-
tor with a forum to par-
ticipate in a free and
Frank dialogue with gov-
ernments and other
stakeholders on its par-
ticipation in areas rang-
ing from water, inclusive
growth, urban transport,
affordable housing,
waste management and
the like'. The CM said he
was proud that the first
major event during
India’s Presidency of
BRICS was happening in
MMumbai. “This is a great
opportunity for Mumbai,
for Maharashtra...partic-
ipants in the conclave

from various cities in
Brazil, South Africa,
China and Russia will
offer real-time solutions
for our problems and
vice-versa. The conclave
will open new doors for
urban planning and man-
agement. he assuredin
English.

Yet, it isn't as if the
“truly internationai”
event is bereft of reli-
gious ndertones. The
inaugural funetion on 14
April, to be attended by
the CM, Governor and
other international dig-
nitaries, will have India
putting up a religions
Ganesh Vandana act
whilst all other countries
are putting on show secu-
lar dance and acrobatic
Sequences.

Mumbali First CEO
Shishir Joshi insists it's
wrong to read religion
into the proceedings.
“Indiais presenting a
cultural program,” he
said viaemail.
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Mumbai to host BRICS
Conclave from Apr 14-16

THE GOAMN | HETWORK

PANAN
Mumisil will host the ‘RRICS
Frienciship  Cities  Conclave”
Froan Apeil wsth to Apeil with,
this year, A think tank calle)
‘Sumbal Fiest® with ihe sup-
part of the contrl govemment
and the saE govemment of
Moharashira will srganks the
el

Al pariner countries ol
BRICS - Brasl, Bussi, In
dia, Chilna and South-Alrica -
hove supported the svent.

Urban  development - and
futurre of chbes in BRICS coun:
Eries i thi thisme of three day
comclave. The clties of desel-
oping countries ane Gacing
simnalar challenges due to rap-
i urbimiration, The comnclive
provides a platform for lead
ees from BRICS dities 1o con
wergy, connect i learn from
i eoperiences af athir cithet

A bock o by chalbeng:
s called "Making of Vibwan|
BRICS Cithes’ will be relessed
on the occasion.

Prime Minister, MNarenidra
Mondl, had stressad on imper

o5

Maharashtra Chief Minfstier Devendra Fadnavls (thisd from
right} making the announcement of BRICS Friendship Citles
Camnelave 2006, in Mumbai,

tance of engagement betwaen
states, cities ama bocal bod-
e whithe addneakng a BRICS
Stmmil in Beasil i 2o04.

This conclave with gk for-
warrdl Pritne: Ministwe's vision
as i s destenid 1o [eilitate
meaningful dialogee betwben
various stakehaldess who pas:
tiske i shaping the menewal
and development of arban
argas = thie public and paivate
sectors, civill socieny, and aca
diemiae,

The BRICS countries to
gether with few other devel:
oping - world  countibes . fike

Mekioo,  Inonesia, Wigeris
ancl Turkary account for s
f the world's uian populs
{hom, These countres ane ex
pected 10 alirecl substantive
capiti] Imestment, 4 infra
structure woarth irilbons of
bodlies i built, Top didegates |
like movermnors, city leaders, |
wrkam plinners and niinisens
from ali these countries will
b prressinid ad the event,

G Vidyasigar R, governor
of Maharashtra, omd Devene
iira Fadinavis, chiefl minkster of
Maharashir will be paesent
o Apail wyth ot thiresent,
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